
International Newsletter LCA   -    www.laicican.org                                                                                                                                                NO.34/2017

 Page 1 of 27                                                                                                                                                                                          Easter 2017  ALC  NEWSLETTER

Page 2, Rosanna Imamura, President – Coordinator

Page 3, Sr. Annamaria Babbini, Superior General

Page 4, Fr. Giorgio Valente, Superior General

Page 6, Lay Canossian Kyushu, Japan

Page 7, Rosanna Imamura, President – Coordinator

Page 9, Adele Cremonesi-Lay Canossian Italy

Page 13, Sr. Anna Maria Serafini & lay Canossian
Mexico

Page 15, Pope Francis

CHRIST IS RISEN
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“““CCChhhrrriiisssttt iiisss RRRiiissseeennn,,, HHHaaalllllleeellluuujjjaaahhh HHHaaalllllleeellluuujjjaaahhh!!!”””
Suffering, despair, loneliness ..... are gone!

The Lord “comes” to us, as He did with Mary Magdalene, the apostles, the disciples of Emmaus; He
calls us by name and He asks us as He asked them ..... "Why do you weep?..... Whom do you
seek?..... Peace be with you!….. Was it not ordained that the Christ should suffer and so enter into
His glory?”
At the beginning it is difficult to understand it…..  But the one speaking to us is Jesus.

He is not dead! The Master is alive! He is risen! Hallelujah!

 “ Jesus is not in the sepulchre, He is Risen! He is the Living One,
the One who always renews his body, which is the Church,

and enables it to walk by drawing it towards Him.”

"“Yesterday” is the tomb of Jesus and the tomb of the Church, the tomb of truth and justice;
“today” is the perennial Resurrection to which the Holy Spirit

impels us, bestowing on us full freedom.”
(Pope Francis, general audience, Wednesday, 23 April 2014).

May the Lord of Light and Life give new and real meaning to who we are and what we do. In
His encounter with us, may our hearts be ablaze by His Words, filling us with His love. May the
joy of this encounter with Him be revealed in our daily lives with concrete actions of peace,
generosity, amiability, charity, while proclaiming Him in the heart of the world “so that He
may be known and loved!”

Rosanna Imamura
Coordinator-President ALC
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HHHooolllyyy EEEaaasssttteeerrr 222000111777
“Jesus came,
stood among them and said:
«Peace be with you.”
Jn 20:19

Dear Lay Canossians,

                   May the Easter Celebration be a spring of renewed faith, hope and peace for all our

Charismatic Family.

During these days, I feel, with such power, the echo of Jesus’ words within me: “Peace

be  with  you!”.   We  know  that  these  words  are  a real gift of peace,  that  Jesus  offers  His

Apostles after  His Resurrection and also to us, His disciples.

All of us are called to transform our lives into a gift of peace. Let us reflect on the

latest events of this present time; the world is in great need of peace and yet it is so far away

from it! Let us try to offer our contribution by becoming instruments of peace in our everyday

lives.

Let us cultivate peace in our hearts, let us be bearers of peace in our families, among

those closest to us: “How good it is to love each other beyond everything.” (E.G.,101). This is

a peace that becomes forgiveness and a request for forgiveness, a peace that is acceptance of

diversities  and allows us to experience joy.

May our Charismatic Family walk in this journey of peace, fruit of the Resurrection,

and  may  all  of  us  commit  ourselves  in  this  “mission  of  peace”  in  order  to  be  builders  of

communion and fraternity.

Together with my Councillors I wish that you may all walk in this journey of peace as

the fruit of the Resurrection.

HHHaaappppppyyy EEEaaasssttteeerrr tttooo aaalll lll ooofff yyyooouuu!!!
M. Anna Maria Babbini
Congregational Leader
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HHH aaa ppp ppp yyy EEE aaa sss ttt eee rrr !!!

DDDeeeaaarrr LLLaaayyy CCCaaannnooossssssiiiaaannnsss,,,
Once again we are close to the Easter celebration and this event evokes our Greetings. Since they are
Easter Greetings, they must flow from an Easter spirit. I will try to share with you how I feel Easter this
year.

I  would  like  to  start  from an observation.  These  last  3–4  years  have  been  so  overwhelming  that  it  is
difficult  to  find  our  way  and  understand  where  to  dedicate  our  energies.  I  have  just  carried  out  the
Canonical  Visits  in  our  communities  and in  each parish where I  felt  a  sense of  distress  because of  the
quick  changes  that  cause  confusion  in  lay  people  who  are  no  longer  able  to  find  clear  guidelines  for
their apostolate. In families we discover radical changes, even concerning the very concept of family. A
change  can  be  noticed  in  the  family  culture,  provoked  by  social  culture.  Italian  culture  is  evermore  a
mixture  of  values  and  counter  values  which  puzzle  people.  Young  people  and  adolescents  are
compelled to run after so many novelties that drag them and attract them so much. National and
international  societies  have assimilated certain criteria  that  makes war no longer news,  migrants  and
refugees  normality,  exclusion  from   society  as  something  normal.  Governments  are  dominated  by
interests and corruption.

We get used to see valued conquests deteriorate and suffer the pressure of excluding criteria which do
not  take  into  consideration  the  value  of  the  human  person  but  only  one’s  own  interests,  one’s  own
borders, one’s own profits.

The  difficulties  in  relating  with  the  other  person,  their  sufferings  and  struggles  do  not  touch  our
sensibility anymore. We notice indifference regarding the life of the other person and this is not good at
all  because  it  provokes  processes,  barriers,  systems  that  contain  the  seeds  of  future  wars.  We  could
continue  the  list  of  realities  that  disturb  us  and  we  may  ask  ourselves:  “Where  are  we  going  and
towards which direction, unforeseen some years ago?” A compulsory question is inevitable:  “Who will
obtain the final victory in all these processes? Who will be sacrificed? Who will live and who will die?”.

The  one,  who  accepts  the  Canossian  Charism,  immediately  turns  to  Calvary  in  order  to  find  answers
which come from God, His Spirit and the same Cross of Christ.
These answers come from
God  the  Father chose  the  cross;  was  it  an  unexpected  event  for  humanity  or  was  it  already  in  God’s

will? From what one may guess, the cross for His Son was already in the Father’s Will. This means
that the cross is not a reality that should not exist, but there is a reason for it, because the cross
redeems us:  “It  was necessary that  Christ  should die on the cross”  to reveal the infinite love of
God the Father for humanity.

The Holy Spirit, who always acts according to the Father’s Will,  urged Jesus to become a man, to live
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among us and bring us the Good News for a life that is worthy of the Father who created us, to
speak and act according to truth, justice, solidarity, humanity, dignity…..

Christ Jesus obeyed  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  wishing  to  pass  on  what  His  divine  essence
suggested to Him in order  to restore dignity to every person.  Thus He lived in  His  life  complete
self-giving  for  all  humanity.  He  also  clashed  with  those  who  did  not  allow  Him  to  carry  out  His
Father’s  Plan  and  had  established  laws,  practices,  prejudices,  barriers,  interests  that  were
excluding those who did not follow their way of conceiving society, man, living together etc...

For all these reasons Jesus was led to the cross. He disclosed the essence of evil and evil did not forgive
because  its  law  is  without  scruples.  Good  does  not  react  in  the  same  way.  It  prevails  but  always  with
self-sacrifice, that will only be revealed in the future.

The previous reflection encourages us to follow the same direction of Christ and we must believe:
- we are sent by the Father to accomplish His Will
- we  are  sustained  by  the  Spirit  in  proclaiming  the  truth  and  taking  the  side  of  the  human

person
- we are strengthened by the same sentiments of Jesus in order to relive in ourselves His own

choices being ready to face the same consequences.
St.  Magdalene’s  choice  was  that  of  self-sacrifice  in  welcoming  the  sorrows,  toils  and  troubles  of  the
society of her times. The Spirit tormented her and urged her to dedicate herself to the hungry, the sick
in the hospital, the girls in danger in “Piazza Bra”, the re-education of Christian mentality that had been
influenced by French culture. Her charity was appreciated by the people who received it, but despised
by those who did not nurture in  themselves a  compassionate heart.  Magdalene only listened to what
the Father suggested to her and followed Christ in His choices.

We,  Lay  Canossians,  have  to  follow  the  same  itinerary.  We  do  not  know  what  to  expect.  Perhaps
acceptance,  support,  understanding  and  easy  situations.  Perhaps  the  contrary,  since  it  depends  from
where we feel to be called to intervene for the good of others. Over the last few days I was struck by the
news that in France some people who were showing solidarity with refugees, have been denounced just
because  they  fed  them.  At  this  point,  some  people  are  considering  a  crime  the  fact  of  feeding  the
hungry!

This is the picture in front of us. We do not know what the future will  reserve for us, but many events
point  out  a  stand  against  solidarity,  common  good,  common  sense.  We  must  not  be  surprised  if  by
chance  some  people  will  insult  us  because  of  Christ,  present  and  alive  in  those  we  will  take  care  of
because  of  the  proclamation  of  Christians  values  and  solidarity  towards  the  most  needy.  We  do  not
know if a good heart will  be considered something good as it was some years ago. We do not know if
being good will be considered a virtue or a crime. It was considered a crime for Jesus. If this will happen,
we do not think that the Father does not agree about it, perhaps it is His will. And yet we are sure that
the  Spirit  will  support  us  and  Christ  will  walk  alongside  us.  St.  Paul  reminds  us: “But  if  we  die  with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.” (Rm 6: 8)

These are my best wishes that I send you this year. Though changes and clouds thicken on the horizon,
we  are  called  to  intervene  in  order  to  protect  those  who  are  suffering,  marginalized,  exploited,
abandoned  and  rejected.  Let  us  do  it  with  Christ’s  spirit,  a  spirit  of  self-giving,  rich  in  life  and  joy,
because He knew that “everything was accomplished.” (Jn 19:39.)

HHHOOOLLLYYY EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRR TTTOOO AAALLLLLL OOOFFF YYYOOOUUU!!! BBBEEESSSTTT WWWIIISSSHHHEEESSS!!!
Fr. Giorgio Valente,
Superior General, fdcc
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CCCeeellleeebbbrrraaattt iiinnnggg EEEaaasssttteeerrr iiinnn JJJaaapppaaannn
With the exception of Christians the celebration of Easter has almost no impact on Japanese
society. Christmas is easily understood as being the birthday of Christ but non- Christians find it
very difficult to understand the concept of the “Resurrection” of Christ. Through American and
European news people know the term “Easter holidays” but it is simply seen as a spring festival in
Christian countries. Easter is celebrated in March or April and this is traditionally the season when
people enjoy the blossoms of the flowering cherry trees. When the flowers are in full bloom people
gather together for picnics under the trees and this has become a sort of annual national festival.
This is another reason why Easter remains something celebrated only in Church and has not
become a part of Japanese life.

However Easter is celebrated with great solemnity in our parish churches.  In  my  parish  of
Kurume, this year again several adults will receive baptism during the Mass of Holy Saturday night.
These people have had a thorough preparation for baptism, studying the catechism and the Bible,
for between one and three years. From the beginning of Lent they have been attending Sunday
Mass with their sponsors and receiving the blessing of the parish priest.

This year we will have the celebration of the children’s First Holy Communion on Easter Sunday.
Most of the children are in the early years of Primary ( State) School and have been preparing for
the Sacraments in the Parish catechism classes and the Children’s Retreat Day.

The mothers have helped by making floral crowns and decorations for the day. Because
Christianity is a very small minority group in Japan, most of the children come from families where
not all members are Christian. However in the families where everyone is a Catholic the tradition of
buying new clothes for the children to wear at the Easter Mass seems to continue to be an
important part of the celebration.

The parish women’s group prepares decorated and
wrapped hard boiled eggs and these are blest and

distributed after the Easter Morning Mass. With
this symbol of new life they wish to share the joy

of the Resurrection of Christ who died and rose
again for us all.

The celebration usually ends with a party in the hall of
the parish kindergarten, with food prepared by the

Women’s Group …. and then it is time to celebrate together as one family.

HHHAAAPPPPPPYYY EEEAAASSSTTTEEERRR!!!
The L.C. Members of Kurume Parish,
Kyushu, Japan.
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TTTiiimmmeee
ooofff

SSSiiillleeennnccceee

In our parish community, dedicated to the "Immaculate Heart of Mary", one of the characteristic
celebrations during Holy Week is that of remaining close to Our Lady of Sorrows. The Pastoral
Council entrusts the preparation of this celebration to the Canossian Sisters and Lay Canossians.
For many years it was celebrated on Holy Saturday morning, but in the last two years on Good
Friday, according to the desire of the Parish priest.

This celebration is prepared with great joy by all of us. It is a service to the community and yet is
welcomed by us as a great gift from the Lord, present on our Lenten Journey which leads us to
Easter.

The choice of the material, passages, images, songs, preparation of a power point with reflections
gives us the opportunity to continue the  contemplation  of  the  diverse  expressions  of  the
Greatest Love.

During the Holy Week, every celebration allows us to live intense charismatic moments, since we
meditate in our hearts, with the material that we share with people, the sorrows of Our Lady after
the sorrows of her Crucified Son.

Holy Saturday is lived as a time of silence, during which we welcome a precious presence, the last
treasure, the Virgin Mary. This is the moment when we turn our gaze to her and cling to her as a
unique point of reference that we possess in  the midst of a great confusion.

During this community prayer we help each other to contemplate the love of our two great
Models: Mary at the foot of the Cross and her Crucified Son.

Every year, we try to introduce Mary to people, make her known to them, teach them how to love
her as a Mother in her diverse characteristics:

· The presentation of her seven Sorrows
· The gazes of Mary
· The Memoirs of Mary: Mary’s diary
· The virtues of Mary
· The “Mount of lovers” …..
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This is a time of very intense prayer and meditation for the community. Every year the participants
are increasing in number.

Every time we receive various testimonies of people
involved in our meditation. They feel enriched and
identify themselves with the various models of love:
mothers who have lost their children, sick people in
their great suffering, mothers who have to face
difficult relationships with their children,
professional difficulties for our Lay Canossians and
supplications of lay people to Our Lady of Sorrows.

Without any doubt this is the celebration that helps us
to rediscover our Charism during Holy Week and every
year it urges us to start with enthusiasm our journey of
formation.

PPPRRRAAAYYYEEERRR
Most pure Mother, my soul is close to you

in sadness and compassion.
In contemplation I come to you

with fervour, praise and thanksgiving.

Mary, Mother of Charity at the foot of the cross,
surround us with your silence.

Give us the strength of your faith,
the height of your hope

And the depth of your love.

Amen.

Rosanna Imamura,
Presidente Coordinatrice Internazionale, ALC
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……… MMMAAAYYY MMMYYY JJJOOOYYY BBBEEE IIINNN YYYOOOUUU AAANNNDDD YYYOOOUUURRR
JJJOOOYYY BBBEEE CCCOOOMMMPPPLLLEEETTTEEE...

Jn 15:11

WE ARE SEEKERS OF JOY  IN THIS DIFFICULT AND   WONDERFUL TIME.

1.   THE LIGHT OF REVELATION, THE WORD OF GOD

What God has in mind, and that in many ways continues to suggest, is nothing but our joy. God
wants us to be happy.

The Word of God shows us a way to be happy; it tells us that we can live in the light and with joy.
 It's an endless joy; it is our daily path that has "meaning."
“REJOICE AND BE GLAD” Mt 5:1-12:  the Beatitudes place in our hands the key to happiness; it is

that golden thread we follow every day. We think we can reach the joy of life in being
constantly surrounded by what we think is important for us.

“REJOICE WITH ME: I HAVE FOUND…” Lk 15:1-10: for Jesus instead the feast does not reside in
guarding what is important, but knowing how to find it again (the parable of the lost sheep
and the lost coin).

“LET US CELEBRATE…” Lk 15:11-32: in the parable of the prodigal son, the father who forgives,...
Pope Francis calls it "the parable of the father's joy." ... He had to celebrate and be glad ...

“KEEP THE LAWS AND COMMANDMENTS AS I GIVE THEM TO YOU TODAY, SO THAT YOU
AND YOUR CHILDREN MAY PROSPER” Dt 4:40: these are the words that Moses directs to
his people. What God's commandments aim at is simply (!!!) a happy life for all. God wants
His children to be happy and full of joy.

“LISTEN, ISRAEL, MAY YOU OBSERVE HIS COMMANDMENTS, LAWS AND CUSTOMS
WHICH I LAY ON YOU TODAY AND HAVE A LONG LIFE” Dt 6:1-9: so that we may feel the
beauty of His Covenant with us.
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“WE CAN CARRY OUT A HAPPY JOURNEY DURING OUR DAYS” Sir 43:23-33:  we  are  not
surrounded only by hostility and dangers, there are also signs that show we can proceed
safely and even with joy. Life can really be a wonderful stretch of road, a happy and fulfilling
journey, in which we recognize a meaning and a purpose. Let us not neglect anything of what
surrounds us!

“A GLAD HEART IS SEEN IN A HAPPY FACE. FOR A JOYFUL HEART IT IS ALWAYS A FEAST”
Pr 15:13-23: those who have found the key to happiness, have found the secret of things. It is
a way of life. We learn to be happy, it is not a matter of luck! Happiness belongs to those who
see every day the beauty that surrounds them, not to those who continually seek it
elsewhere.

 The present is our time, not another. This is our space and not another, where we can do omething
beautiful and good. We must cultivate an attention to the ordinary.
“HAPPY THE MAN WHO… FINDS HIS JOY IN THE LAW OF YAHWEH” Ps 1: happy the man who

learns how to distinguish good from evil. If he is always close to the water, it allows him to
live and he bears fruit. What is wicked will not stand, cannot stand, it makes no sense in the
present time, it does not build the future! It has no beauty and does not give joy. It leads to
ruin. The two paths of this text are the key to the entire book of Psalms and are the map that
we must use in order to make our choices. Every day, each one has the responsibility of
taking a decision. He has the responsibility of improving the world with his own life, a life
faithful to God, which is joyful and luminous. We are responsible for the people who are
entrusted to us. Our joy is to make others happy. It means living what we do with
responsibility  and  passion.  We  should  not  look  for  anything  more,  we  should  not  project
ourselves into other expectations: good is within our reach, within the  responsibilities of our
daily lives, it is within the beauty and difficulties of our relationships, of our work. The joy of
taking care of one another.

“WE HAVE TOLD YOU THIS SO THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE COMPLETE” Jn 15:11:  we want  to
show how a life lived following the footsteps of Jesus is good and full of light even though
sometimes it is complex and difficult ...

God has set us a task and entrusted to us a responsibility alongside Him, in the wonderful work
of rendering beautiful humanity and the world.

In order to do this He gives us the formula of joy:

LOVE ONE ANOTHER Jn 15:17
¨ "Why do you seek joy in the world? Do you not know that it was born in your heart?” (Tagore)
¨ "Happiness is a wonderful merchandise: the more you distribute it, the more it multiplies." (Blaise

Pascal)
¨ "Joy is a net of love with which you can capture others.” (Madre Teresa of Calcutta).

2. MAGDALENE OF CANOSSA, OUR ASSOCIATION, COMMUNITY

The theme of joy is one of Magdalene's spiritual characteristics and hence ours. In fact, since the
beginning of the Institution, some dominant notes identify the spirit of our Foundress:

- Always be very happy, humble and courageous
- Always be very joyful in the midst of much work
- Let us serve the Lord with a big heart, but in serenity
- Show you are content in your state and the happiness you feel when you serve God alone
- We should desire to work for God as the Apostles did and everyone should believe that we play

all day.

For Magdalene, joy is a virtue that springs from welcoming God’s Will, because God alone is the source



International Newsletter LCA   -    www.laicican.org                                                                                                                                                NO.34/2017

 Page 11 of 27                                                                                                                                                                                          Easter 2017  ALC  NEWSLETTER

of  joy.  She  writes:  "We  must  adore  God’s  Most  Holy  Will  and  be  happy  about  everything"  and  again,
"Please cheer up and abandon yourself into God's hands."
In the Easter proclamation we shall pray: "Sing, choirs of angels, exult the heavenly assembly, let the
earth rejoice flooded with great splendour: the light of the eternal King has vanquished the
darkness of the world". It is a joy that comes from God and pours over all creation, especially each
human being. We must be His witnesses!

Let us welcome the invitation of St. Paul: "Be always joyful in the Lord; I say again, rejoice." Ph: 4:4

We also want to accept the invitation of our Mother Foundress repeating with the Apostle:
“BE ALWAYS HAPPY IN THE LORD”

And now we present some points on the theme of joy from our Statutes:

· “With joy we offer the world and the Church the beauty and vivacity of the charism, received as a gift
for the ’Divine Glory’.“ (p. 11 )

· The Lay Canossian, entrusting himself to Jesus Crucified, he lives the joys, trials of each day and the
experience  of  suffering  in  the  light  of  the  Paschal  Mystery.  The  unconditional  love  of  Christ
empowers him to bring peace, unity and joy to his family, profession and commitment in social
and  pastoral  spheres.  From  Our  Lady  of  Sorrows  he  learns  progressively  to  live  the  virtues
characteristic of the Canossian charism: patience, docility, meekness, amiability (n. 6).

·  Lifestyle:  called  to  be,  like  Magdalene  of  Canossa,  “an  expert  in  humanity”,  the  Lay  Canossian
cultivates a simple, humble and joyous lifestyle and he commits himself each day to realize it. (n.
8)

· The desire of the Lay Canossian is that of living charity which makes the Lay Canossian courageous
and creative in living and witnessing the Gospel in every field. It is, in particular, in the family that
the Lay Canossian expresses his most important commitment, making himself an instrument of
union  and communion. (n. 9)

·  To  reach  this  objective,  the  Association  plans,  proposes  and  ensures suitable formative journeys.
Through formation, the Lay Canossian learns to give new meaning to his existence in the light of
the Canossian charism. (n. 13)

· The aims of the Association: one’s  own  sanctification,  the  care  of  one’s  own  family  and  the
charitable service of one’s neighbour. (n. 16)

·  Magdalene of  Canossa wished that  every Christian would work to proclaim  the  Kingdom  of  God  in
his social environment. (p. 51)

· The Lay Canossian should tend to unify faith and life in daily life. (p. 52)
· To live daily action according to the Spirit  of Jesus Christ: spirit of charity and gentleness, spirit of

zeal and fortitude, a most amiable, most patient, most generous spirit. (55)

Pope Francis said: “A Christian without joy is either not a Christian or he is sick; his Christian health is
not well!” And again: “Never be sad men and women: a Christian can never be like that! Do never
allow yourselves to be overcome by discouragement!”

3. SERVICE: WHAT THIS REFLECTION TELLS ME – HOW DO I ANSWER?

Some questions to help …
Do I succeed in showing the joy and beauty of having encountered the Lord Jesus?
Walking  “in  the  Spirit”  (Gal  5:16)  bears  some  fruit:  love,  joy,  peace  and  self-control.  Does  the  Gospel
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really bear fruit in my life? Do I know how to return what I have received?
What space do I  give to prayer? Do I  cultivate prayer? Is  a  moment that  guides my everyday choices?

Are meditation on the Word and silence very important for me?
How is my degree of joy at this very moment? Do I live friendship with the Lord Jesus in the fullness of

joy?
Everyday my journey of conversion starts anew: do I live my daily life as a place of hope, gratitude and

joy?
Am I capable of small but daily gestures of goodness which, like perfume, spread joy and hope among

people who surround me in my family, work place, school, parish, Association?
“Lent  is  a  favourable  moment  for  intensifying  life  in  the  spirit  through  the  holy  instruments  that  the

Church offers  us:  fasting,  prayer  and works of  charity.”  (Pope Francis)  Which doors do I  want to
open in my heart in order to live and witness Easter Joy in fullness?

PPPRRRAAAYYYEEERRR
Lord Jesus, my heart is full of joy, because I know I am able to meet You.

You are the Son of God who became Man,
You came to free us from sin,

from sadness and isolation too.
You alone can give us enthusiasm to do good.

Like each day, even today,
I choose to meet You and say: “I need You.”

Accept me in your arms once again.
Help me find the joy of the small things

of daily life:
that I myself may not be the maker of my sadness.

Lord Jesus, may no one come to take away
our joy now that You are with us;

You go ahead of us, guide us and take care of us
with your love and mercy.

Let the certainty of being infinitely loved by You
never abandon us.

Since Your love, Lord, holds me,
thus I choose to communicate the Gospel that I have received.

Help me to recognize the value of others and seek always their good.
Lord Jesus, since we too are inserted in the great adventure of the Church,

we ask for the strength of Your Holy Spirit who gives us life.
We would like to live in You in the fullness of joy.

Amen!

EVANGELII GAUDIUM, 1
The Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all

who encounter Jesus.
Those who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin,

sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness.
With Christ joy is constantly born anew.

Adele Cremonesi
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LLLIIIVVVIIINNNGGG TTTHHHEEE
PPPAAASSSCCCHHHAAALLL

MMMYYYSSSTTTEEERRRYYY IIINNN
NNNOOORRRTTTHHHEEERRRNNN

MMMEEEXXXIIICCCOOO

Despite, or precisely because of the common
situation of corruption and violence that we
are experiencing, this time is a time of hope.
In the Country we relive the pain, caused by
the culture of death, which suffocates the
total  trust  in  the  Lord's  power  which
overcomes evil and death with His Passion
and Resurrection.

Certainly, through the intercession of Mary
who loves this people, their religious fervour
remains firm and alive, especially in the
period of the Paschal Mystery.

We live the liturgical season
of Lent, Holy Week and
Easter Sunday with spiritual
and physical strength, and
according to tradition we
prepare special food in this
period.

However, it depends on the
parishes and apostolic zeal
of priests to render solemn
these celebrations. In many
parishes we are celebrating
the "Spring of Youth", days

of intense spirituality for young people.

It is traditional to revive the practice of the
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday. Some
places are famous for this representation of
Christ on His Via Dolorosa. There are parishes
where, every year, they realize a living Way of
the Cross, whose characters are young people
and children, walking along the streets of
their cities or villages, while the people
participate in the painful events with heartfelt
emotion.

But what characterizes
our Diocese is the
"Mission  of  the  Holy
Week." Seminarians and
religious, with groups of
young people, are sent
every year to reach out to
the most remote areas of
the city suburbs, rural
areas or areas of the
Sierra, where the priest
cannot go, because he is
busy with the
celebrations in his parish.
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A commission
previously prepares
support material.
Groups meet together
to  prepare  this  over  a
period of several
weeks. At the
appropriate time,
young people receive a
mandate from the
Bishop or his
Delegate. They leave
on Passion Saturday
and, once they have arrived at their assigned
place, they begin with the celebration of the
Feast  of  Branches.  On Monday,  Tuesday and
Wednesday these missionaries visit families,
inviting members to attend the catechesis,
held in the afternoon for children, young
people and adults in separate groups,

to prepare the different celebrations with the
active participation of the local population.
Most of the people are involved in this
preparation and it is very uplifting to see
them participating especially in the “washing

of the feet” and in
the  Stations  of  the
Cross  along  the
streets, while
accompanying Our
Lady of Sorrows in
her suffering and
solitude.

Lately ,in our
State, strongest
discontent burst
out against the

government. Besides, domestic and
organized violence are sadly evident.
Perhaps, for these reasons, during the year
the Eucharistic Celebration is well attended,
in particular on Ash Wednesday, when the
rite of the ashes is celebrated during Holy
Mass  and  a  great  number  of  people  are
present, but also every day and every Sunday
the Church welcomes many people. The
people of God, the Pilgrim Church on earth,
experiences the increasing necessity to ask
for help from the Lord, convinced that
salvation comes from Him ALONE.

Sr. Anna Maria Serafini
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O CROSS Of CHRIST

O Cross of Christ, symbol of divine love and of human injustice, icon of the supreme sacrifice for
love and of boundless selfishness even unto madness, instrument of death and the way of
resurrection, sign of obedience and emblem of betrayal, the gallows of persecution and the banner
of victory.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you raised up in our sisters and brothers killed, burned alive,
throats slit and decapitated by barbarous blades amid cowardly silence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the faces of children, of women and people, worn out
and fearful, who flee from war and violence and who often only find death and many Pilates who
wash their hands.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those filled with knowledge and not with the spirit,
scholars of death and not of life, who instead of teaching mercy and life, threaten with punishment
and death, and who condemn the just.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in unfaithful ministers who, instead of stripping
themselves of their own vain ambitions, divest even the innocent of their dignity.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the hardened hearts of those who easily judge others,
with hearts ready to condemn even to the point of stoning, without ever recognizing their own
sins and faults.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in expressions of fundamentalism and in terrorist acts
committed by followers of some religions which profane the name of God and which use the holy
name to justify their unprecedented violence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those who wish to remove you from public places and
exclude you from public life, in the name of a pagan laicism or that equality you yourself taught us.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the powerful and in arms dealers who feed the cauldron
of war with the innocent blood of our brothers and sisters.
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O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in traitors who, for thirty pieces of silver, would consign
anyone to death.

O Cross of Christ, today  too  we  see  you  in thieves and corrupt officials who, instead of
safeguarding the common good and morals, sell themselves in the despicable market-place of
immorality.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the foolish who build warehouses to store up treasures
that perish, leaving Lazarus to die of hunger at their doorsteps.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the destroyers of our “common home”, who by their
selfishness ruin the future of coming generations.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the elderly who have been abandoned by their families,
in the disabled and in children starving and cast-off by our egotistical and hypocritical society.

O Cross of Christ, today  too  we  see  you  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Aegean  Seas  which  have
become insatiable cemeteries, reflections of our indifferent and anesthetized conscience.

O Cross of Christ, image of love without end and way of the Resurrection, today too we see you in
noble and upright persons who do good without seeking praise or admiration from others.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in ministers who are faithful and humble, who illuminate
the darkness of our lives like candles that burn freely in order to brighten the lives of the least
among us.

O Cross of Christ, today  too  we  see  you  in  the  faces  of consecrated women and men – good
Samaritans – who have left everything to bind up, in evangelical silence, the wounds of poverty and
injustice.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the merciful who have found in mercy the greatest
expression of justice and faith.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in simple men and women who live their faith joyfully day
in and day out, in filial observance of your commandments.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the contrite, who in the depths of the misery of their
sins, are able to cry out: Lord, remember me in your kingdom!

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in the blessed and the saints who know how to cross the
dark  night  of  faith  without  ever  losing  trust  in  you  and  without  claiming  to  understand  your
mysterious silence.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in families that live their vocation of married life in fidelity
and fruitfulness.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in volunteers who generously assist those in need and the
downtrodden.
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O Cross of Christ, today  too  we  see  you  in those persecuted for their faith who, amid their
suffering, continue to offer an authentic witness to Jesus and the Gospel.

O Cross of Christ, today too we see you in those who dream, those with the heart of a child, who
work to make the world a better place, ever more human and just. In you, Holy Cross, we see God
who loves even to the end, and we see the hatred of those who want to dominate, that hatred
which blinds the minds and hearts of those who prefer darkness to light.

O Cross of Christ, Arc  of  Noah that  saved humanity  from the flood of  sin,  save us  from evil  and
from the Evil One. O Throne of David and seal of the divine and eternal Covenant, awaken us from
the seduction of vanity! O cry of love, inspire in us a desire for God, for goodness and for light.

O Cross of Christ, teach us that the rising of the sun is more powerful than the darkness of night.

O Cross of Christ, teach us that the apparent victory of evil vanishes before the empty tomb and
before the certainty of the Resurrection and the love of God which nothing can defeat, obscure or
weaken.
AMEN!

Pope Francis, 25th April 2016


