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"This is your Mother!" Jn 19:27

The month of September is dedicated to Our Sorrowful Mother,
a Mother, received from God at the foot of the Cross ...

These words echo in our hearts, again and again ... "This is your Mother."
Jesus gives us "His Mother" as our Mother …

Mary was able to turn a stable into a home for Jesus,
with poor swaddling clothes and an abundance of love.
She is the handmaid of the Father who sings His praises.

 She is the friend who is ever concerned that wine may not be lacking in our lives.
She is the woman whose heart was pierced by a sword and who understands all our pain.

Evangelii Gaudium, 286

"This is your Mother!"

She  does not hide herself when they imprisoned Jesus, she faces struggles
and before every lash given to her Son, she feels scourged in a Mother’s heart,

she accompanies Him on the way to Calvary, meets Him burdened with the cross
and with a deep gaze she offers Him her love, her consolation and her strength,

she is silent, meditating all these things in her heart,
she accompanies Him in His agony.
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"This is your Mother!"

Close to Jesus she says "Yes to the Father," remaining faithful and loving at the foot of the Cross.

"This is your Mother!"

 St. Magdalene says: "God wants us to remain at the foot of the Cross with His Mother,"
"consoling her and preventing her heart from being pierced by new wounds."

"This is your Mother!"

We ask her, the Mother of the Greatest Love, to come to our home,
be always with us, transform our sorrows, wrap us in the mantle of her silence,
give us the strength of her faith, the height of her hope, the depth of her love

and that she may guide us towards her Son.
Wishing you a Holy Celebration of our Sorrowful Mother!

Rosanna Imamura
(International President-Coordinator ALC
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“The sorrows of the
MOTHER are inseparable from

those of the SON”
St. Magdalene

Dear Lay Canossians, on this occasion of our feast day, I am very happy to send each one of
you my best wishes. As Daughters and Sons of Our Lady of Sorrows, let us pray for each other that
we may grow in loving Jesus by learning from Her who, at all times lived intensely and modelled
her heart according to that of her Son.

On 15th September, we will be united in the Eucharistic celebration in memory of her and we
will fix our gaze on Mary at Jesus’ feet: Mary who contemplates her Crucified Son.

Magdalene contemplates the moment of His “great sacrifice” and speaks of Calvary as the
mountain where Jesus and Mary realize their “greatest Love” for the whole human race.

All of us, members of her Charismatic Family, have received the gift of understanding her
Charism that inflames us and allows us to put into practice the love that we contemplate.

Our Foundress has passed on to us, her sons and daughters, the gift of doing likewise, that is
being able to understand that  the sacrifice of  the Son of  God and of  His  Mother speak to us of
Love. Jesus Crucified is the centre and the heart of our Charism; Mary,  the Mother of  Christ,  the
Sorrowful Mother, is the “One” who could not die with her Son, but who was one with His death
uniting her capacity to love with the sacrificial Love of her Son. This is how Magdalene interpreted
the cross and each one of us is called to do the same.

Through her “yes” at the Annunciation, Mary gave us Jesus, the Son of God, and on the Cross
Jesus gave us His Mother: “Behold your mother”. (Jn 19:27)

Mary remained in the background during the glorious moment of her Son’s life, but she was
present in the moments of danger, refusal and suffering.

Our  love  for  Mary  is  the  inheritance  that  Magdalene  left  us;  she  turned  to  Mary  with  the
sweetest expressions of a Daughter who loves her Mother intensely and she invites us to do the
same: to be like her, strong in faith and hope.

We entrust ourselves to Mary, Spouse and Mother, “Mediatrix of all graces”, kind, tender and
merciful towards us and we ask her to bless our “Charismatic Family” with her reassuring maternal
intercession so that we may grow in communion and in our progressive capacity to love.

M. Annamaria Babbini
Superior General
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...in the
boat tossed

by the
waves...

Dear lay people with a Canossian heart,

a warm greeting to each one of you, your families and all those of good will, who journey

with us to realize all the good the Lord is asking us to accomplish.

We are close to the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. Our Foundress recognized her as the “real

Foundress” and the one who had brought her to carry out “this Work” for the Lord. She is the

Mother of Charity, the Generatrix of a most generous spirit at the foot of the Cross, the Queen of

Martyrs, the Woman given to us by Jesus: “This is your Mother.” Her devotion is a richness for our

lives and yet Our Lady is not only a richness, but she is “THE RICHNESS.”

St. Magdalene established in the rule that a Sister should not be considered a Canossian if

she would not have a filial love for our Sorrowful Mother. This helps us to understand how this

date is one of many “sacred days”, since they are the reason of our charism. We need to nurture it

because, after celebrating this inner mystical moment, we must act like Peter, James and John who,

after the Transfiguration came down from the Mountain. They went up with a sense of curiosity

and came down with the certainty that Jesus was “the Beloved Son and they had to listen to Him.”

We too climb the mountain of Charity, we contemplate Calvary, we fill ourselves with a most

generous spirit and we come down to set our brothers and sisters on fire with the same love and

for the same love of Jesus and our Sorrowful Mother. We have an inexhaustible reserve of fire until

our Spouse comes again for the eternal wedding. Until the Spouse  comes, we are called to be

vigilant, illumine, glow with warmth, and remind people that human life has a meaning, because

Jesus, by His death, teaches us to die for the same reason.



International Newsletter LCA   -    www.laicican.org                                                                                                                                                                           NO.35/2017

 Page 6 of 25                                                                                                                                                                            OUR LADY OF SORROWS 2017  ALC  NEWSLETTER

The present challenges are not comparable to those of any other historical time, because

history  has  never  made  such  progress  so  quickly  in  every  area  as  over  the  last  50  years  and

especially in the last 17 years. This upsets the parameters of millenary cultures, eternal values,

external values, meaning of life, family preservation, personal relationships, etc… This is humanity

today. In this humanity we must preserve the values that are present and bring to light those

forgotten in the darkness of the night. We feel poor and incapable like the apostles in the boat

tossed by the waves. We are tempted to leave Jesus asleep in the boat and  to fight the battle

alone with the risk of sinking. I would like to underline two aspects which could wake Jesus up:

1. The value of the certainty that Jesus is with us We must believe that with Him in our personal

boat, which is also the boat of the family, parish, society and the Lay Canossians, the present

storms will never be stronger than His divine mercy. Revelation reminds us that the final

victory always belongs to the sacrificed Lamb. And we belong to the Lamb and therefore we

believe in the power of His victory that “conquers the world.”

2.  The value of our communion as the Canossian Charismatic Family.  We are following a

journey which will start on 28th April 2018 with our XIII General Chapter in which we will officially

meet as the Canossian Charismatic Family, at international and national level: two branches of

religious life, three branches of lay life. In this meeting we will value the strength as Charismatic

Family in the forms that the Holy Spirit will inspire us on that occasion.

I invite all of you to start to pray for this special moment of the Spirit, a particular moment

in which we gather together like the apostles and wake up Jesus Crucified who sleeps within us:

waking Him up in order to “wake up the world” as Pope Francis said in his message to consecrated

people. It is important to wake up the world from its stormy blindness because of its self-

centredness, waking it up since it does not recognize that our brothers and sisters live a stormy life

because of this.

We believe and accept the challenge that the Lord is sending to us and we put it in the

hands of Our Lady of Sorrows so that we may answer like her: “May your Will  be always done in

us” since we only exist as Charismatic Family for the God’s Glory.

Fr. Giorgio Valente
Superior General
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Mary, Heart of a Mother
“I am thirsty”…

and bowing His head He gave up
His spirit.

Near the cross of Jesus stood His
Mother…

There, on that hill, just outside the city, Jesus is nailed to the cross. Over His head a notice:

“Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews.” cf Jn 19:17-22

The sky is rather strange, different, almost divided by a great cross. A woman, Mary, Jesus’
Mother, is standing near the cross and gazes with loving eyes the unrecognizable face of her dying
Son. She contemplates Him and rediscovers in that wounded face the sweet features of the child
Jesus. Yes, she contemplates Him, still and almost detached from what surrounds her, while she
lives again her adventure as a young mother who pronounced that “Yes” which overturned her life.

From that day on, nothing had been easy for her: Jesus’ childhood was marked with
originality, sometimes incomprehensible for her; as an adult her Son pronounced words,
accomplished  gestures  for  women and  men who were  considered  “non-existents”  of  society.  He
spoke of new life, hope, a Kingdom that will come … Everything is so new! Everything is attractive
and upsetting at the same time.

His  Mother  ponders  and  asks  herself:  but  how  come  that  Son  who  had  healed,  saved,
ransomed people, who passed on love and trust to the “poor of Yahweh”, now is nailed to a cruel
cross and in addition between two criminals?

 Her sorrow is great, but she does not feel rebellion. Yet on that hill how much evil
unjustly burst forth. This is the Mother whose heart is used to be pierced even though right now
she deeply feels it and almost incurably. She is the Mother, neither humiliated nor surrendered nor
defeated, even though she is powerlessness, unable to defend her Son. She can only “stand” near
the cross.

How different  is  her  attitude compared with those who shout at  a  distance,  curse,  curious
bystanders unaware of what is really happening.

Where are Jesus’ friends, those who receives his help? She remained alone with a few
women, the most courageous, the faithful ones even in times of defeat, and John, the beloved
disciple. Suddenly Jesus’ feeble voice awakens her from her contemplation and addresses her:
“Woman,  this  is  your  son;  John,  this  is  your  mother”. This is a new “YES” asked of her, a new
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responsibility, more demanding and so unexpected that it increases her sorrow and perhaps, for a
moment, causes a sense of bewilderment.

This is the experience “of entrustment”, of a new mission which already
emerges with the colours of the Resurrection.

Now the Mother is sure to find her Son alive again. She believes and wants to live her new
motherhood, the new proclamation in fullness. She knows it for sure and her heartbeats confirm it.

We start again: she is the new womb that gathers together brothers and sisters of every
time, the present as well as the future, a meeting point of weaknesses, inconsistencies, injustice,
poverty … which she will offer to the Father so that they may be purified in the peace and desire of
a new life.

Now Mary is the new intercessor of our deepest and truest desires, of our unspoken hopes,
our powerlessness in facing evil which divides and alienates people, our need of goodness, beauty,
prayer, contemplation.

Today, we too are entrusted and recommended to her and for this reason we can say with
courage and gratitude: “I have seen the Risen Lord”, freeing our mind from confusion which
often clouds it.

Thus our desire for goodness is also renewed: desires of becoming an open door which is
always there for those who knock and ask for help, a privileged place where one can find trust and
comfort, amphorae which transform water in abundance bringing joy and serenity.

Then how harmonious and regenerating will this song ring out: “My  soul  proclaims  the
greatness of the Lord.” With her maternal mediation our gestures, our ideas, our actions can
radically change into becoming an existence transfigured by love, encouragement and kindness.

 Her “YES” influences, through her same spirit, our “Yeses”, our call to be believers, people
who would like to walk the road of an unconditional self-giving, without meanness and selections.
Let us walk, as pioneers, along every unpredictable uphill path in order to follow Him, the Risen
Lord, in the company of Mary, the Mother.

The richness of the Spirit, given abundantly to those we meet, is the true richness of
solidarity, which promotes and relaunches new goals and opens new horizons.

Let us trust in Mary! She is a great Mother.
M. Liliana Ugoletti
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LLiigghhtt uupp…… II lloovvee aa GGaazzee

This year we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the presence of the Canossian Sisters in Nova
Milanese. They are well known and loved by all the people who always appreciate their activities in
the Parish, and yet not all of them really know their Foundress: St. Magdalene of Canossa.

For  this  reason  the  community  of  Nova  took  part  in  two  days  of  spiritual  animation  in
Verona,  just  where  St.  Magdalene  was  born  and  buried.  On  6th May a group of teenagers and
young people left for Verona and the day after a group of Lay Canossians and some friends with
Sr. Elisa joined them.

After a warm Welcome and a joyful moment with young people, we started our
meeting. The theme was: “LIGHT UP… I LOVE GAZES ON THE WORLD.”

Helped by Sr. Elena and Sr. Laura, inspired by the prologue of the Gospel of St. John where
it  affirms, Jesus is the LIGHT for  the  life  of  humanity,  we  reflected  on  our  way  of  SEEING the
world and what sort of gaze we have since this is what allows us to be in relation with others.

My gaze reveals who I am.

A meaningful gesture took place: we stood up
and, going around the hall, we fixed our eyes on those
of others, trying to communicate with our gaze what we
were feeling at that moment.
Afterwards we reflected on chapter 9 of the Gospel of St.
John regarding “the man born blind.” We read how
Jesus, passing by, SAW a man who had been blind from
birth begging.

While the disciples asked Jesus who had sinned,
the man or his parents since he had been struck by such
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a disease, Jesus’ gaze was not on the sin but on the suffering of that person.
Healing him, he brought him to the light of the heart, to faith, to a new birth.

In fact, to heal him Jesus made a paste with his spittle, just as God fashioned man from the dust of
the earth and breathed into him a breath of life; thus humanity had its beginning.

When something bad happens to us, it is spontaneous for us to ask ourselves: “Why? What
wrong have I done?” Darkness and light are present in each one of us: let us learn to look at our
life journey. The blind man, encountering Jesus, found the light of the heart. Jesus is SEARCHING
for us, but he leaves us free to let ourselves be found.

Magdalene’s life also had not been easy. Born in 1774, she was lost her father when she was
still a child and then her mother remarried. Magdalene and her siblings wee entrusted to a teacher
and a governess. Still a teenager, Magdalene felt she was called to religious life, but after two
experiences in two different monasteries, she felt it was not for her… it was not enough! In those
times her spiritual guide, Fr. Luigi Libera, helped her to discover her charism: to dedicate herself to
the abandoned girls and to visit the hospitals. On  8th May 1808 she started the Institute of the
“Daughters of Charity” and, from then on, she founded Houses in Venice, Milan, Bergamo and
Trent. In 1819 she received the ecclesiastical approval of her Institute.
Magdalene died in Verona in 1835. She was proclaimed a Saint by Pope John Paul II in 1988.

The stages of her life were always marked by charity towards God and her neighbours.
Contemplating Jesus Crucified and Our Lady of Sorrows, Magdalene was struck by the following
insights:
1. She SEES  poverty (we must remember that Verona was at war in those years) and decides to
dedicate herself where situations demanded her help. This is a message for us: to open our eyes to
the situations around us.
2. MISERERE: people need hope. Even today we must not just look at negative realities.
3. While taking shelter in Venice, in the port of San Marco she sees many ships and understands, in
the light of what is written in the Gospel: “Go out into the whole world”, she must bring Jesus
where He is not loved because He is not known (her missionaries went first to Hong Kong etc…)
4. Divine Glory, from which:
5. “INSPICE E FAC”: “CONTEMPLATE AND ACT”. Jesus Crucified gave Himself up to the last
drop of his blood for the salvation of humanity. Magdalene looks at God, others, herself and then
she acts.

The day ended with a solemn Eucharistic Celebration and then… everyone returned home
with a promise in his heart to let the Light of Jesus enlighten our lives as St. Magdalene did.
Maria Teresa
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PPRROOVVIINNCCIIAALL CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN
LLAAYY CCAANNOOSSSSIIAANN AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN

The Lay Canossians of Cristo Rey Province held a Provincial Convention of the Lay Canossian
Association in Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA.  Representatives from Canada, Mexico,  and the
United States participated in discussions, liturgical celebrations, and social activities from August
11-14, 2017.

The opening ceremony reenacted the soil and water ceremony of the International
Convention of the Lay Canossian Association, held in Verona last year.  The soil and water brought
from Toronto( Canada), San Francisco, (California), Sacramento (California), Chihuahua
(Mexico), and Albuquerque (New Mexico) served as a reminder of  how we are linked into a
greater community.  Just as the soil and water blended, so did we: renewing old friendships and
making new ones, sharing our Canossian spirituality and journeys, and inspiring one another.
Presentations by Sister Kay Taylor, Sister Cristina Ovejera, Sister Stella Negri, and Sister Lisa
Marie Doty helped us to reflect, renew, and respond to our Canossian charism in new ways. We
discussed how to introduce our charism in more vibrant ways in our families, parishes, and
ministries.

The assembly was what we
needed to recharge and renew.  We
returned  home  ready  to  spread  the
good  news  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  was  a
true family reunion as we prayed
together, played together, and inspired
each other.  The exchange of contact
information through email, face book,
and upchat technology will give us the
ability to keep in contact with each
other and continue to support each
others.
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Some reflections from the Assembly. . .

“The Lay Canossian Assembly presentations were outstanding, especially discussion about the
process of Discernment. I left the Assembly thinking about my journey, who  am  I  and  what
does  God  want  of  me. The visit to the Casa Angelica for the physically disabled really touched
me. It was obvious the children were well taken care of. We were all called to action; Sister Kay
delivered a sizeable donation on behalf of  the children that was collected at the Assembly. In
addition,  I  truly  felt  the spirit  of  St  Magdalene and St  Bakhita each day through prayer,  building
relationships, and participating in the Mass. When we visited the Norbertine Abbey’s Chapel, I was
also captivated by the beautiful statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary with child. This was truly an
enlightening experience.”
Danita Adams

“What I took from the Provincial Convention was "friendship"... new and old. I was able to
learn more about our Canossian Sisters and fellow Lay Canossians. It also gave me greater insight
on the LC Association (from a different perspective) namely my commitment to this vocation and
to my Promise, trying to be faithful, humble and charitable.  And, the importance of having a true
devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows.  “God, help me!”
Sol Early

“This Convention was the most wonderful journey of my life. I enjoyed very much to be
there with the Sisters and all that we did together: the moments of direction about the Lay
Canossians by Sister Kay and Sister Christina, the Mass, the fire flags with prayers, the soil and the
water ceremony…. Just being there with everyone, the food, which was great and wonderful, the
music and fun dancing and singing with the Sisters, I will never forget it. The grounds where lovely,
my special place was the Little Grotto with the Blessed Mother and there I said my
prayers with Judy. Saying Rosary together with the balloons and letting them float into the air was
exceptional. I can't say more, I hope I will be able to do it again”.
Nancy Benison

“From the moment I entered through
the gate of the Canossian Spirituality Center,
I felt peace and quiet around me.  My life,
like most of us, is full of responsibilities. I
was ready to spend time with God! I thank
each  of  the  lectures.   What  does  it  mean  to
be a Lay Canossian…..To seek, understand,
and realize the commitment and Promise… I
came away renewed and eager to make
Jesus known and loved. The Staff:  What
can I say that hasn’t been said…Beautiful,
loving, spiritually filled, kind, patient, and
hard working. They touched my heart and life
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in  a  very  special  way.  The  whole  experience  gave  me  much  to  think  about  and  I  am  forever
grateful. I loved the entertainment Event. What a Hoot!  Sitting and watching  the joy, listening to
the laughter, singing, dancing…. God is Good!”
Judith Thomas

I just can't say enough how thankful and fortunate I was to attend the Provincial Convention of the
Lay Canossians. As always as in the past, these moments were very meaningful and significant in
my life. This year I brought my husband and a friend who is grieving the death of her husband. At
the end, my friend told me she wants to be a Lay Canossian.  My husband said, he enjoyed every
moment while we were there.

The talks, prayers, sharing, activities, meals were all excellent. I was so inspired, felt so blessed to
be a Lay Canossian.  It made my heart so full of gratitude, of joy, of hope. and of love. It sparked in
me once again my desire to extend and spread these realizations to anyone and everywhere. We
received this gift from Magdalene: to  love  Jesus  and  make  Him  known, and increase our
devotion to our Mother of Sorrows are truly our goals and mission. May God bless us all!
Alicia Azumbra

I am so thankful for the opportunity I was granted to participate in the Lay Canossian Convention.
From the very beginning I was deeply touched by every moment and experience of the retreat.
The  warm  welcoming  of  the  Canossian  Sisters  and  Lay  Canossians  of  the  Cristo  Rey  Province
opened my heart to make it ready to receive all the blessings of the reunion. This opportunity not
only was enjoyable, but also enlightened, informative and very energizing. I feel blessed and full of
the charity and love that all of you share with opened arms. I want, like you, to learn how to make
Jesus Christ known and loved by all and how to dedicate my life to console His Sorrowful
Mother. God bless all the Canossian Sisters and Lay Canossians for their generosity in sharing
their charism with others like me.
Rosamaria Alvarez



International Newsletter LCA   -    www.laicican.org                                                                                                                                                                           NO.35/2017

 Page 14 of 25                                                                                                                                                                            OUR LADY OF SORROWS 2017  ALC  NEWSLETTER

PPrroovviinncciiaall CCoonnvveennttiioonn AArrggeennttiinnaa--
PPaarraagguuaayy

With great enthusiasm and excitement we reached La Plata on 18th August 2017 to meet and to
live together with the great Canossian Family the VI Provincial Convention of the Lay Canossian
Association, Argentina-Paraguay. It was held in the Spirituality Centre for Spiritual Exercises, just
facing the Provincial House of La Plata. On the same day, at 6 pm, we started our journey.

Gathered together in the main hall, after a moment of prayer and invocation to the Holy
Spirit, we listened to the greeting of Mother General, M. Anna Maria Babbini, who welcomed
us and shared with us an essential reality: the Lay Canossians were present in Magdalene’s heart
from 1824 and when our Foundress received the Pope’s approval, she started the group of the
Tertiaries. This Convention really was a Family celebration: we have the same identity and we
recognize Magdalene as our Mother.

       The greeting of the Provincial Superior, Sr. Mariana Litmanovich, followed, welcoming
everyone. As a conclusion Alida Mórtola Duhalde, the International Secretary of the Association,
presented us with a brief  summary of what has been done since the last Convention until today
about the Statutes, Documents, Provincial Regulations, Formation and Financial Support.

Saturday, after the morning prayer, M. Sandra Maggiolo, the Reference General Councillor
for the Lay Canossians, presented the theme: "Magdalene and Lay people: living history
today". Our Foundress gave us the Charism of the Greatest Love and we were invited to share it
and spread it in the various areas where we serve.

In the second talk, a Priest of the Pallottine Fathers, P. Rodolfo Capalozza, gave us a talk on
the theme: "Charismatic Family: ideals, spirit and mission". Charism is grounded on a
spirituality which helps to keep it alive.                             It is at the service of the Church and has
to present  Jesus. Mission is the encounter of the charism and concrete life. Thus we were invited
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d to carry out a constant reflection:  “How can I live the Canossian charism in this stage of my
life?”. A shared mission must be the door of a shared charism in which we are not superiors,  but
SERVANTS.

In the afternoon, the first presentation was given by H. Ana Duje: "The five Charismatic
Insights." Her reflection lingered  over the five essential characteristic insights of our Charism:
¨ Active Charity (Tobias 12:12-13)
¨ Merciful Love (Psalm 50:15)
¨ Universal Love (Mk 16:15)
¨ Divine Glory
¨ Crucified Love: “Contemplate and Act according to the Model”  (Ex 25:40; Heb 8:5).

The Lay Canossians, through prayer, Sacraments, service and witness of life, will try to be
attentive to the needs of their brothers and sisters and will carry out their mission where they live.

In the afternoon, Nadia e Nestor dwelt upon the theme:
"Family: first priority." With their witness of life and
their guidelines, which allowed the Delegates to
participate actively, they stressed important attitudes that
could improve family life according to the Gospel.
At   6.30  pm.,  we  participated   in  the  Eucharistic
Celebration, presided by Mons. Nicolás Baisi, Auxiliary
Bishop of La Plata.

After supper, we shared a joyful time through
music, dances and songs, characteristic of the various
areas of our Province.

Quiet time ... It is Sunday. Breakfast,  Morning Prayer and then ….. Rosanna Imamura
(International President-Coordinator of the Lay Canossian Association) recounted the experience
of her journey to Italy where she took part, with Sr. Mirella Fiorentini and Alida Mórtola Duhalde,
in the International Convention of the Canossian Family. Through a video we could admire the
Canossa Palace and the room of Magdalene in Verona, and the room of Josephine Bakhita in
Schio. We virtually met with the Convention Delegates, who came from the various Countries of
the world.

Then we listened to the International Bursar of the Association, Malvina Zarza, and Sr.
Mirella Fiorentini, International Sister Animator. “Belonging to the Association requires:
commitment, life with a group and diversity of roles." "We came to know Magdalene through the
Canossian Sisters and through them we received the gift of the Canossian charism: the Greatest
Love, Jesus Crucified, and His sorrowful Mother standing near the Cross.  That love nurtures me,
requires my responsibility to make it known so that It may be loved. This is the essence of my
BEING a Lay Canossian.”
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The time of nominating the new Provincial
Coordinating Team arrived. Lorena Manrique,
Marcela Dominguez, Jose Alberto Ruiz Diaz and Sr.
Beatriz Storari (Provincial Sister Animator) are the
new members. They thanked everyone for their trust
in them and asked for prayer so that they may
respond faithfully to this new challenge.

There was a special moment too: a heartfelt
recognition expressed to Ala Mórtola Duhalde for
her many years of service in the Coordinating Team of

the Association.
Then a prayer Book and a Rosary were given to us, Mother General’s gift for us ….. as well as

various souvenirs from the participating groups.

Thus our experience can be summarized in this way: talks were very enriching, interesting and
easy to be understood.  We expressed
ourselves in different ways and yet a common denominator emerged as a commitment:

·  Spiritual nourishment
·  Renewal of the commitment as a Lay Canossian
·  Belonging to the same Canossian identity and charism
·  Passing on the charism to our brothers and sisters and to the Church.

Sharing with the participants everything that we have heard in these days, we concluded by
saying: "Magdalene’s dream of a boundless love is still valid today and we are responsible
for passing it on to others with humility, simplicity and a loving heart."

In  order  to  realize  this  challenge  of  making  the  Charism known in  the  heart  of  the  world
with enthusiasm and responsibility, we proposed:

·  to intensify our spiritual life through prayer, Eucharist, Spiritual Exercises, etc.
·  to reflect on the modalities that will help us to pass the charism on to new members
·  to offer the Gift so that others may know it through our witness of life.

We recognize with gratitude the Gift that we have received and, as Lay Canossians, we will try to
live the Gospel, following the Model, Jesus Crucified, the Greatest Love, and Mary standing at the
foot of the Cross.

Lay Canossians, Punta Alta, Argentina
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IInn tthhee CCaannoossssiiaann
cchhaarriissmm
FFrriieennddsshhiipp aanndd

EEvvaannggeelliizzaattiioonn

Puglia is one of the most extended regions  in length and yet this is not an obstacle for the

Lay Canossians of Fasano and Foggia who, some years ago, planned together to exchange mutual

hospitality for the celebration of Vocation Day.

On 23rd April 2017, a group of Foggia had the privilege of being accompanied to Fasano

by very special hosts! This was a great gift for everyone: Sr. Giovanna della Luna, Provincial Sister

Animator, Sr. Teresa, Superior of Foggia, Sr. Daniela from Brescia and Ada Facchini, a Lay

Canossian from Bagnolo San Vito (Mantua).

Fr. Francesco and his community very warmly welcomed us. On this occasion, our mutual

joy made our encounter more touching, all the more since Fr. Francesco was waiting for us at the

gate.  Even  the  weather  seemed  to  smile  giving  us  a  splendid  sunny  day,  after  a  sudden  and

unusual cold spell of the previous days.

The “Oratorio” of Fasano is a big complex, made up of a series of similar houses close to

one another with football and basketball fields between. Every building presents a welcoming

atmosphere, ready for catechism classes and one can feel that life here is dedicated to the Gospel

and friendship. And friendship was the theme of the day.

After the warm welcome and a nice cup of coffee and biscuit, Sr. Daniela presented an

interesting theme: “Friendship and Evangelization in the Canossian Charism.” Her reflection,

illustrated by images, started from a careful analysis of today’s difficulties. Various ambits were

faced where love and relationship create friendship among people who share the same vision:

friendship in the Bible, its meaning for Magdalene, Pope Paul VI and  Pope Francis today. Thus it

was affirmed that friendship is a mission, an indispensable instrument for realizing God’s projects.
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The conclusion was an invitation to rediscover tenderness as an essential element that

allows us to establish ties. “Every human being is the object of God’s infinite tenderness, and He

Himself is present in their lives.” (EG 274). We were then given some questions to answer; later, as

a groups we shared our personal evaluation about the theme of the day.

Then in the chapel of the “Oratorio” we gathered together for the Eucharistic Celebration,

presided by Fr. Francesco who reminded us that it was the Sunday of the Feast of the Divine Mercy

and for us also the feast of friendship in our charism. Afterwards we had lunch with the Canossian

Fathers, Lay Canossians and their families in a joyful and serene atmosphere.  It was like living in

the patriarchal families of the past when we were all gathered around a well-prepared table to

share an important celebration. Their hospitality was really great and cordial! But this was not the

end: a tour to Savelletri, the well known seaside resort, was waiting for us.

I do not know if I will succeed in expressing in words the pleasant sense of freedom and

freshness that accompanied each one of us. While taking photos, probably we wanted to imprint

in our hearts that moment so as not to forget it and always being able to say: “I have been there

myself”, especially in the difficult moments of our lives when everything seems grey and dull. The

memory of that beautiful day will strengthen and colour our hearts anew.

Mariapia Raya,
Lay Canossian
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XXtthh PPRROOVVIINNCCIIAALL
CCOONNVVEENNTTIIOONN

MMaayy 55--77 .. 22001177
CCaannoossssaa HHoouussee ooff SSppiirriittuuaalliittyy
TTaaggaayyttaayy CCiittyy -- PPHHIILLIIPPPPIINNEESS

INSPICE ET FAC:  in the heart of the world with the joy of the Gospel"

The recently concluded 10th Lay Canossian Provincial Convention was a success with a

total of 75 Delegates from 15 different units in Luzon, Mindanao units were represented by

Cagayan de Oro unit; Papua New Guinea sent two (2) Delegates.

Canossian Sisters present were: Srs. Gliceria Manuyag, Amelia Manlusoc, Cynthia Magsino,

Aurora Pua, Benita Esguerra and Herminia Coderes.  The Canossian Fathers: Rev. Frs. Mateo Suarez

and Joel Raymundo also joined our celebration.

During the Opening Liturgy, the soil and water from the International Convention held in

Verona last July 2016 was mixed up with the soil and water with mustard seeds and distributed to

different unit locations.  This signifies that we belong to one Canossian Family with the same

charism and mission.
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Three (3) major events were observed simultaneously: the 10h LC Provincial

Convention, the silver Jubilee celebration of Lay Canossians, and the 209th Founding

Anniversary of the Canossian Congregation.  Sr. Gliceria Manuyag made us more aware that we

are the "heirs of the past, responsible for the present and builders of tomorrow". She

challenged us to know our dreams and the direction we want to follow, to work hard for our

dreams to materialize so that we can pass on something good to our children.

ALC Coordinating members, Linda Bandian and Lita Colinares as well as Mrs. Esperanza

Llanes, animated us on the theme, "Look and Do" or "See and Act" according to our model

"Jesus Crucified with Mary at the foot of the cross" which is the way of life a lay Canossian is

called to live. In our contemplation of the Word of God and the ordinariness of our lives, we were

able to recognize the blessings that come our way, and got in touch with the real meaning of

happiness, finding its source in the unconditional love of God.  We were able to recognize His

mercy and compassion - as some participants also testified through their stories.  This filled our

hearts with gratitude and spurred us on to a life of holiness that would lead us to our true home

with our loving Father.  To make Jesus known and loved in today's world is a big challenge, so we

try to keep abreast to the progress of E-commerce.  The various instruments like website, blog,

portal, e-magazine and others aid us to interact with our Lay Canossians here and abroad while

observing ethics, social responsibility, respect and love for our neighbor.  Moreover, they are very

good tools for evangelization.

Resolutions were passed concerning the Lay Canossian Provincial Statutes, LC

administrative manual, roles and functions of the coordinators, secretaries and treasurers - both in

the provincial and local levels, enhancement of communication system and ALC Coordinating

Team  involvement.   We  bear  in  mind  that  a  heart  touched  by  God  cannot  but  love  the  Lord  in

return!

May our vocation as Lay Canossians truly  pave the way for  us to become persons we are

meant to be: loving and joyful witnesses of the love of God in our families, communities,

parish, workplace and to the people He sends us especially the most in need.
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TTIIMMOORR LLEESSTTEE CCEELLEEBBRRAATTEESS

On the island of Timor Leste, facing Australia, a group of Lay Canossians gathered together in the

hall of the Canossian Sisters, decorated in the local characteristic style, in Comoro, from 6th to  8th

January 2017 for the Provincial  Convention of the Lay Canossian Association of Timor Leste.

There were 63 participants, including the Canossian Local Superiors and the Sisters responsible of

the animation of the Lay Canossians, coming from 14 communities.

The theme of this Provincial Convention took up that of the International Convention ALC,

held in the Diocesan Centre of S. Fidenzio, Verona, Italy,  24-31 July, 2016 whose theme was:

“Inspice et Fac: in the heart of the world with the joy of the Gospel.”

During the first day the Delegates, who also participated in the International Convention,

shared with interest and enthusiasm their personal experience of the Convention, their joy, beauty

and communion with the representatives of the whole Canossian Family.  A reflection followed on

“ THE IDENTITY OF THE LAITY AND THE COMMUNION WITH THE CANOSSIAN FAMILY”.

The second day was characterized by the theme: JUSTICE,  PEACE  AND  INTEGRITY  OF

CREATION, underlining, in a special way, three essential points: “TO  SEE,  TO  ACT  AND  TO

JUDGE”, related to each one’s Country, the diversity of culture, language and the challenges of

today’s society. A question was shared: “How can we face the present reality and act with courage?

The answer is an invitation to contemplate Jesus Crucified, the only strength which sustains us in

living faithfully our Canossian Charism.
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The time came to nominate the New Provincial Coordinating Team of Timor Leste which will guide

the Association for the next three years. The following people were nominated:

da Silva, Januario Natalino Soares, Provincial Coordinator

de Fatima, Maria Ligia, Provincial Secretary

Sarmento, Beatriz de Canossa, Provincial Bursar

Sr. Tomasia Maria de Deus, Provincial Sister Animator

Fr. Nivio Correia Lebre, Provincial Father Animator

Sr. Francisca Maria Soares dos Reis, reference Sister Provincial Councillor

Best Wishes for a journey rich in faith, in the footsteps  of  St. Magdalene and St. Bakhita!

May the Lord fill all of you with the Light and Joy of His  Spirit.
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CCeelleebbrraattiioonn ooff FFoouunnddrreessss’’ DDaayy

The Lay Canossians and Sisters in Hong Kong

had the celebration of Feast Day of Our

Foundress,  St. Magdalene of Canossa, on May 7,

in the Provincial Chapel. Four new members

took their Promise while the others renewed

their commitment. The Eucharistic Celebration

was  presided  by  Rev.  Lam  Minh  Pierre,  MEP.

There  were  around  200  people  who  participated  in  this  happy  event  as  well  as  the  20  Lay

Canossians and one Sister from Singapore to witness and share in the joy of gathering.

The four new members took photos with Provincial Superior, Provincial Councillors, Sister

Animators of the Lay Canossians and  Provincial Coordinating Team’s members.

Sharing of Joy!

 19 Lay Canossians and one Sister from Singapore
took photo with Provincial Councillors.
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IIttaallyy PPrroovviinncciiaall
CCoonnvveennttiioonn

VVeerroonnaa
1177tthh--1199tthh
MMaarrcchh 22001177

Perhaps these are resounding and formal

words which do not succeed in fully expressing the profound joy of meeting again in the simplicity

of a union that makes us feel a Family. The difficulties of reaching here, the exhaustion of

travelling fade away and this should be enough to define this time as an extraordinary one. Some

faces are well-known, others less, it does not matter since everyone is a bearer of a personal

journey which St. Magdalene will help each one to share in communion:

”Do with perfection everything that you are doing and when the Lord wants greater things

from you, He will give you light and an opportunity to carry them out.”

This is a guiding theme of these days and the gifts of the Italian territorial Coordinating Teams,

water and soil from the five Continents, are the logical conclusion.

I like to think of being part of a painting, sustained by a hook or better by a “nail” that is the

Crucifix, the frame is the gift of St. Magdalene’s Charism and the canvas symbolizes our lay

reality, the marks of the past and the near present are the roots of belonging which spur us to

plan and face the challenges of the future; there are blank spaces, waiting to be filled in by each

one of us.

This “being  present”, united in prayer in the initial celebration, allowed us to be ready to

listen, evaluate and  dialogue fraternally. This time was strengthened by the great openness of

the report of Adele Cremonesi on the “International Convention of the Lay Canossian

Association”, held in July 2016 at S. Fidenzio, Verona, and her reflections on the daily lives of the

various Coordinating Teams and the individual Lay Canossian.

She underlined the importance of personal commitment, sharing, listening, formation and

communication, also through media, in order to spread the joy
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of the Gospel in the heart of the world, not as a qualified elite but as members of a chorus that are

inclined to HARMONY as a common and shared good. These contents have been an appendix in

passing on responsibility, a special moment in which emotion is evident, because it means

building a bridge between a recent past and a near future, that is, a responsible commitment. We

pondered on the past years during which diversities and positive, as well as negative, experiences

have contributed to strengthen the sense of belonging and interpersonal relationships. The

sharing of objectives, the unconditional acceptance of different personal charisms are something

that is not so simple to let go of. The serene awareness of having accomplished what was possible,

the trust and hope that the new Coordinating Team may enjoy this serenity in coping with the

next challenges has helped us very much.

The charismatic deepening of Marisa Gini, a Secular Missionary of St. Magdalene,

helped to lead us in the same direction.

St. Magdalene invites us to be SERVANTS OF THE POOR, as Christians as well as Lay

Canossians, living branches in the integration of BEING and DOING, a formative and evangelizing

community where listening, humility, dialogue, participation… try to establish a loving relationship.

This is a place of permanent formation where the passage from responsibility to co-responsibility

is a personal and community journey on the way to holiness.

These reflections, necessarily synthesized, were presented again by Father General, Fr.

Giorgio Valente and the Provincial Superior, M. Luisa Merlin,  who underlined the need of a new

organization of the Italian Laity, inviting the new Coordinating Team to establish more direct

relations with the diverse local groups, a challenge which was accepted by the new Coordinating

Team with a spirit of service and communion:

Maria Pia Raja Provincial Coordinator

Ada Facchini Provincial Secretary

Cesarina Bertin Provincial Bursar

Sr. Giovanna Della Luna Reference Sister Provincial Council

Fr. Fabio Franchini Reference Father General Council

These days were intense and ended with the passage of the responsibility of the Association

during the Eucharistic Celebration in Casa Madre. Everything, including the evening outing, was

our way of expressing our “BEST WISHES” to the New Coordinating Team.


