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NNNAAATTTIIIVVVIIITTTYYY
A Time of Revelations ...
"The angel of the Lord appeared to them and said: ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring  you
news of great joy."… Lk 2:9

A Time of hope …
"…  joy to be shared by the whole people." Lk 2:10

A Time of fulfilled promises ...
"Today in the town of David a Saviour
has been born to you: He is Christ the
Lord." Lk 2:11

A Time of wonder ...
contemplation …
"And here is a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a  manger.”
Lk 2:12

The angel's words to the shepherds
resonate today in each of our hearts, giving
us joy, peace and hope. This announcement has brought news that cannot be hidden because it is
addressed to all people. God has become a child, he comes to meet us and invites us to
contemplate Him in simplicity, humility, poverty.

A Time of beginning just as the shepherds did: let us go in search of the needy of today,
hosted in the heart of the world, in the periphery of opportunities, far from justice and so often
without peace. We ask for the gift of recognizing in them the child God, who is waiting for us to
look Him in the eyes, take him in our arms and give Him all our love, our care and attention.
St. Magdalene said: "I desire that the Lord may make you holy and that the Child God may fill you
with His Holy Love." We ask her to be our guide in this journey.

A Blessed christmas, dear Canossian Family !

Rosanna Imamura
International President-Coordinator, ALC
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Dear Lay Canossians, Friends and Supporters,

a new Christmas is knocking on the doors of our heart! A heart sometimes breathless,
weighed down by the thousand worries of every day and which finds in this Christmas a new
embrace of God's infinite love, hidden in the small and helpless humanity of a child, that brings
salvation to all.

It is a new opportunity, through the "yes" of the Virgin Mary, for the eternal Word of the
Father to  become flesh.

It is a new opportunity to open our hearts more generously and unconditionally to the
Gospel, because, through our yes, Jesus can continue to become flesh, place His tent of salvation,
justice, mercy, compassion, truth and peace in our span of history, within this culture steeped in
indifference towards our reality, small or large, family or neighbourhood.

Jesus, the Emmanuel, God-with-us, always seeks hearts that, like the womb of Mary, know
how to welcome Him, guard Him, generate Him in this world, where situations cry out, with an
evermore grieving voice, the need of salvation.

We have a great responsibility. We cannot remain deaf to this cry, we cannot draw back,
knowing that Jesus can truly be born in men’s hearts only where He is announced.

It is with these sentiments that I wish each Lay Canossian, their friends and supporters of
the Association, may be able to perceive, in this Holy Christmas 2017, the invitation to return with
deep and renewed faith to the roots of our common charism and our mission:

announce and make Jesus known to the world
especially to those who have forgotten Him.

To all of you my fraternal wish for a HOLY CHRISTMAS.

M. Annamaria Babbini,
Congregational Leader
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AAA CCCHHHAAARRRIIISSSMMMAAATTTIIICCC
CCCHHHRRRIIISSSTTTMMMAAASSS

The Christmas atmosphere always creates in us that wonderful, serene and all-
embracing sense of celebration during these suggestive days, which call us to fraternity, peace,
and the good life of the Gospel. The atmosphere of Bethlehem with Mary, Joseph, the Magi, the
Angels… all of this helps to preserve within us these positive sentiments.

If we live our charism, that springs from the cross, is strengthened beneath the cross
and emanates from the cross, it would seem that we are out of place during Advent. It would
seem that our charism does not contemplate Christmas or if it does, it is a little forced.

Life gives us “ideal” moments within our families, the intimacy of friends, and it
seems that we want to live only these moments. Life involves these moments and we must live
them as an icon, as an ideal of life. Christmas is an icon that reminds us how human life should
always be. In this season, talking of politics and violence is out of place. Our mind seeks rest. We
will talk of these things after the Epiphany. News bulletins irritate us with the same story every
day.

Was that night really so romantic for the family of Nazareth? Let us stop a moment
and ask ourselves, “Why were they in that stable? Because “there was no room for them in the
inn”. They were excluded and rejected. They were there because of a census ordered by a political
emperor. They were there because they had to go to Jerusalem, which meant travelling along
impervious roads facing the cold we are experiencing at this time, trying to avoid the threats of
Herod … and the persecution that immediately broke out. We know that story.

In this Christmas Mary, Joseph and Jesus repeat the same story. The statistics of the
UN show that 65 million people in the world have had to leave their homes and are migrating to
other places in search of peace. Christmas is not poetic but dramatic precisely at this present time.
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We know that while Christmas cake will be on our tables, there will be “nuclear bombs” on our
heads that can blow up the world. From data reported in newspapers, Italy has 70 atomic bombs.
We know that last year no one spoke of a nuclear war and this year people are talking about it as if
is almost inevitable. In this terrifying scenario, which place does our charism have?

This Christmas we must have “the power of the cross in our hearts” to be builders of
peace, that peace which the angels announced at Jesus’ birth. While we listen to reports of war,
corruption, suffering and migration, during or after the Christmas season, we must try to “increase
the number of lay people with the Canossian charism so as to be builders of peace!”

We must feel that urgency in our hearts expressed in the words of Magdalene,
“above all make Jesus known and loved.” The person who knows Jesus is bound to be a builder of
peace.  As  long  as  we  evert  any  kind  of  suffering,  we  must  admit  that “a brother is not loved
because someone does not know Jesus.”

Let  us  try  to  make  this  Jesus  known  because  he  is  born
even this year. Let us try to multiply our charism in many lay people
who do not know him. Let us talk of our charism. Our dear sister Marisa
Gini, who departed for Heaven recently, said these words at the
International Congress in 2000, “Let  us  break  the  casket  in  which  we
conserve our Canossian charism and spread it in all directions!” Our
charism must not remain within a small group of people but must
infect everyone! In this way, there will be many “builders of peace.”
Peace is not constructed by the few.

Let us multiply ourselves then, and be like the angels who proclaimed to everyone the
message:

“PEACE ON EARTH TO MEN OF GOOD WILL!”

I think that this Christmas may be a Charismatic Christmas for the Lay Canossians and for the
whole Canossian Charismatic Family. A Happy Christmas to you all!

Fr. Giorgio Valente Fdc,
Congregational Leader
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MMMaaarrryyy,,,

WWWeeelllcccooommmiiinnnggg
WWWooommmaaannn
Holy  Mary, welcoming woman, help us to welcome the Word from the bottom of our hearts,  to
understand, as you knew how to, God’s irruptions into our lives.

He does not knock at our doors to serve us with an eviction order, but to fill our solitude with His
light.

He does not enter our houses to handcuff us, but to restore to us the taste of true freedom.

We know this: it is the fear of the newness which often makes us inhospitable towards the Lord
who comes.

Changes bother us. And since He always upsets our thoughts, questions our programmes and
throws our certainties into crisis, every time we hear His steps, we avoid to meet Him,  hiding
ourselves behind the hedge, like Adam among the trees of Eden Make us understand that God, if
He spoils our projects, does not ruin our feast;  if He upsets our dreams, he does not take away His
peace.

And once we will welcome Him into our hearts, even our bodies will shine with His light. Holy
Mary, welcoming woman, make us capable of hospitable gestures towards our brothers.

We are experiencing difficult times and the danger of being cheated by people’s wickedness,
makes us live behind armoured doors and security systems.

We do not trust each other anymore. We see ambushes everywhere. Suspicion has become
permanent in our relationships with our neighbour.

Terror of being deceived crushes instincts of solidarity within us. And our hearts shatter into
pieces behind the gates of our fortress.
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Dispel, we pray to you, our mistrust. Make us abandon the trench of our corporativee selfishness.
Remove the belts of alliances.

Loosen our closure towards the one who is different from us. Knock down our barriers: our
cultural barriers before the geographical ones.

The latter are now falling under the clash with “other” peoples, but the former remain firmly
impermeable.

Then, since we are compelled to welcome foreigners into our land,  help us so that we may
welcome them  also into the heart of our civilization.

Holy Mary, welcoming woman, monstrance of the body of Jesus taken down from the cross,
welcome us into your lap when we too will give up our spirit.

At the hour of our death, give us the trustful stillness of the one who leans his head on his
mother’s shoulder and serenely falls asleep.

Keep us for a while on your lap, as you kept us in your heart all our lives.

Fulfil for us the rituals of the last purifications. And finally bring us in your arms before the Eternal
One. Only if we will be introduced by you, sacrament of tenderness, will we find compassion.

Don Tonino Bello
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LLLAAAYYY CCCAAANNNOOOSSSSSSIIIAAANNN
AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN:::
TTTHHHEEE BBBEEEGGGIIINNNNNNIIINNNGGGSSS

Magdalene  of Canossa, overflowed with zeal for the glory of God and the salvation  of her
brothers and sisters, was aflame with charity, which like “a fire spreads, embracing all.” She was so
touched by the boundless love of Christ Crucified, that she wanted to extend her apostolic project
to the greatest number of persons as possible, involving them in the dynamics of her charitable
activities. Being an ingenious and creative woman, guided by the Spirit, she invented new means
to spread God’s Kingdom in the world.

Thus, the “Tertiaries” of the Daughters of Charity were born of her mind and heart. This
Institution is a fruit of the inner fire that urged Magdalene to set others ablaze with the same zeal.

Magdalene wanted that the Institution, at least at the beginning, be simple, open, flexible
and with basic structures. In the Plan of the Tertiaries (1823) is written: “… it looks proper that we
establish it in the simplest way possible, at least at the moment...The Tertiaries of the Daughters
of Charity, who are bound simply by the great Virtue and are devoted to our most Holy Mother of
Sorrows, live in their family, and practise the works of charity embraced by the Institute….”

Since the Tertiaries were entrusted with different duties as to whether they were virgins,
widowsmor married, Magdalene thought it is necessary that “… each one seeks for unity in the
Spirit sand everybody strives strivesd after the particular qs well as the common good.”

”The Institution of the Tertiaries … would accomplish the works performed by the Institute,
in particular those which the Sisters, as Religious, cannot perform in a perfect manner.”

Magdalene explained why:
1° The  Rules are a necessary protection, but they bind the Daughters of Charity and restrict their
work.
2° The need to be self-sufficient conditions the Sisters’ numerical growth.

On the contrary: the Tertiaries had no other bonds but Charity, so it would be easy for them
to move about. They could reach “where the Institute cannot” and spread rapidly, as one could
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easily join this Sodality and “at the same time care for the spiritual welfare of many souls.”

It  is  crystal  clear   that  the  Foundress  was  constantly  fixed  on  the  Glory  of  God  and  on
making Jesus loved by the large number of people of any status and condition. Her deepest
longing in her apostolic life was to prevent sin.

Therefore, the Tertiaries, too, should “… perform those charitable works which prevent,
impede and removes sins, which cause very deep sorrow to the Mother of God.”

Magdalene always looked beyond her actual field of action. Christ on the Cross had
communicated to her a thirst that not even death could quench: from Heaven she still urges her
Daughters to continue the good work she has begun.

DEVOTED TO THE MOST HOLY MOTHER  OF SORROWS

In order to endear their devotion to Mary Most Sorrowful and to implore for God’s mercy,
Magdalene decided  “to set up… a Sodality of  persons who, as Tertiaries of  Mary most Holy and
Sorrowful, might practice and spread such devotion ….”

True, authentic devotion to Mary must be an imitation of Mary to belived concretely.

The Tertiaries’ spirituality is the spirituality of the Daughters of Charity: both come from the
same root, are born of love and imitation of Mary Most Holy beneath the Cross: “The least
Institute of the Daughters of Charity… which was initiated a few years ago, is dedicated to the
Great Virgin of Sorrows who is acknowledged as its only Mother.”

Magdalene contemplated Mary next to Christ Crucified. Mary was inseparable from Him in
love and in sorrow. She is the Mother of Charity  beneath the Corss who revealed to Magdalene
the unfathomable  richness of the love of Christ and led her to take His love as the inspiration of all
her institutions, of the Tertiaries, too, whom she had started in 1824.

From June to August 1825, Magdalene visited three times the Marian Shrine at Caravaggio.
It was at that time that she decided to instill in the Heart of the Tertiaries the devotion to the
Passion of Christ and to the sorrows of Mary, as a token of gratitude for the many graces she has
received from Our Lady.

Magdalene recorded in her Memoirs (XV,60) on her second visit to Caravaggio: “… as I
prayed before the Blessed Sacrament … I was reminded of the agony of Jesus in the Garden of
Olives. I understood that the Tertiaries should start the reflection on the Passion from this point.”

Our saintly Foundress wanted the Daughters of Charity and the Tertiaries to respond
generously to the infinite love of the Son of God. She wrote  in her Memoirs (XV, 62-63): “… I was
enlightened on the infinite love of Jesus in the Institution of the Blessed Sacrament.”

M. Elda Pollonara’s comment is as follows: “Magdalene was impressed by the infinite love
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of Jesus in the Eucharist, by His patient availability to God the Father and to humankind and
planned to animate Tertiaries and the Daughters of the Institute to welcome lovingly with the
same interior attitude of Jesus, the bitterness, the insults, the contempt, the forgetfulness and the
wrongs they would meet in the apostolic service of their fellowmen. It is the same spirit of Charity
and holiness of Christ that every member  belonging to the Institute, is progressively called to
assimilate.”

Magdalene outlined an itinerary of spiritual life:

-Every day they will recite seven Hail Marys to the Sorrowful Heart of Mary …

-Each one will try to attend Mass every day and reflect on the Dolours of Mary Most Holy and on
the Passion of Jesus …

-If her family allows it, they will introduce the custom of the recitation of a third part of the
Rosary and on Saturday will replace it with the recitation of the Chaplet of the Dolours of Mary
Most Holy..

-If possible, they shall receive the sacraments on the Feasts of Mary Most Holy, including the two
Feasts of Our Lady of Sorrows

-She will wear very simple, modest and also decent dresses, according to her social status.

-She will try  as much as possible to witness to her faith and promote union in her family by
imitating Mary most Holy practicing especially patience, docility, meekness and gentleness.   All
this ought to be done not only in order to sanctify oneself but also to be enable to freely practise
the works of Charity of the Institute.

Maria Nicolai,
Magdalene of  Canossa and the Tertiaries
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AAA ssstttooorrryyy iiinnn ttthhheee
ssshhhaaadddooowww

ooofff ttthhheee CCCrrrooossssss

St. Magdalene of Canossa wrote in a fundamental document for the Canossian Sons of Charity:
"The Congregation  ...  must  be  born  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross.”   (Regole e Scritti Spirituali, P.II, p
182, Riflessi n 5)

She was prophetic, but she could not even imagine the historical importance of those words.

St. Magdalene, at the age of 25 in 1799, from the first idea of the foundation, as is evident
in the first Plan of foundation (Letters II/2, p.1415s Plan B6 VR 1799), thought about the male
Institute as well as the female one, thanks also to the collaboration with a  Veronese priest, Fr.
Pietro Leonardi. He was the  coordinator of  “Fratellanza Ospedaliera”, a charitable initiative
where  most of the Veronese Founders met together. Magdalene’s original idea immediately
vanished, since it had not been accepted by Fr. Leonardi and, above all,  turned down by the
Bishop. She would have no longer speak of it until 1821, when, having well established the
foundation of the Daughters of Charity, Servants of the Poor, began to think of the male Institute.

In Milan, under the direction of Mgr. Francesco Zoppi, our Foundress attempted at least
three times to start a work for boys with several priests, seminarians and laity, including Francesco
Bonetti, a goldsmith of Milan, present in all attempts, and Giuseppe Carsana, a carpenter of
Bergamo. Most of the news of these attempts comes from the many letters she had written to Fr.
Antonio Rosmini, a priest from Trento, whom she had known as a young seminarian through his
sister Margherita, a Canossian Sister: in him, Magdalene placed many hopes. To him, in fact, as
well as to the first collaborators, in 1821 she had sent the fundamental documents like the “Plan
of foundation”, (Letters III/3,  A 127 pp.  2418-2430; a 101 on line) the “Seven Commemorations”
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(Regole e Scritti Spirituali, P.II, pp.177-180) and “Riflessi … ” (Regole e Scritti Spirituali, P.II, pp.181-
185), texts which had been welcomed  well and commented on by the Theologian from Rovereto.
But the collaboration ceased for a diversity of spiritual and operational viewpoints at the dawn of
1826, when Rosmini defined his idea of foundation more clearly. Today, the comparison of the
Canossian Charism with the spirituality of the philosopher-theologian from Rovereto still attracts
our interest so as to clarify better Magdalene’s original charismatic idea.

Besides, the attempt at founding, as a woman, a male institute seemed to be temerarious.
Indeed, Magdalene went through a series of failures, so as to have a clear sense of how the devil
fought against her male foundation (In particular, Magdalene felt it while she was praying to Mary
in the Shrine of Caravaggio: cf MEM TP p 539-540; AA p 418), as she herself recounted. But she
never lost hope. At the time of her separation from Rosmini, she confessed: "Be sure I have never
prayed so much and felt more interest now for the Sons of Charity.” (Letters, II/2, op. cit. p. 817).

Then she turned her attention to Venice because of her trust in Mgr. Antonio M. Traversi,
Superior of the Institute and a friend of the Pope, but especially in Fr. Francesco Luzzo, whom for
some years she knew and followed. She hoped to see him embrace her Foundation, especially
when he renounced to be a parish priest. In fact, on 23rd May 1823, Patriarch J. Monico
inaugurated the House in Venice, next to the Church of Santa Lucia and the community of the
Canossians Sisters.

Fr. Francesco is the only member of the new foundation, assisted by lay people. In
September of that same year, Pope Gregory XVI made a Rescript of Praise to the Opera and to
the Foundress.

Fr. Antonio Provolo was present at the inauguration of the “Oratorio” for boys. At that time
he was preaching the Spiritual Exercises to the gondoliers of the Venetian Ladies. For some time
the future Founder of the Institution in the service of the deaf and dumb had approached
Magdalene for help. He also found some consonance with the ideas of the Marchioness to the
point of writing a "Restricted Plan." (Letters II/2 n. 696 (Bergamo - 1831.**.**) Magdalene
approved it and then provided him with premises close to the House of the Daughters of Charity.
She was really hoping that Fr. Antonio Provolo would have started a similar charitable work in
Verona. Mutual understanding did not last long and he also left Magdalene in a critical way,
becoming, in his turn, the founder of a male and female Congregation.

In November 1832, Magdalene sent to Venice Giuseppe Carsana who, in May 1833, had a
companion, Benedetto Belloni, from Bergamo too. The relationship among the three was not easy
at all to the point that, before dying, Magdalene was afraid for the Institution. In fact, she wrote to
Mgr. Traversi:

“Fr. Francesco did not show a real vocation for the Institution, therefore, I sympathize with them
(the two from Bergamo): but if Mary Most Holy does not help us in this work, I see the Institution
being destroyed much more because of our detachment from Her.” (Letters II/2 n 746, a A.M.
Traversi VR January 1835).
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Only after 4 years from the foundation, on 10th April 1835, Magdalene died knowing that Fr.
Francesco Luzzo would have left, as effectively happened (he entered the Carmelites in Treviso.)

Magdalene always used to repeat: “God alone establishes the Work”. This is just what happened
with our foundation: the initial events confirmed her words. (MEM TP p 407.450; AA p 342.364;
Letters p 145.226)

And yet this will be evermore manifested in the course of the history of our Institute, as our
Rule of Life describes it: “In these humble origins God, who speaks through historical events, makes
us recognize our charism. A few religious brothers, helped by some laymen, for a long time and
amidst many difficulties kept alive that divine gift entrusted to Magdalene. They have transmitted
to us a spirit of humble and generous service to the poor, to youth and to the little ones with the
courage of hoping against hope. (Rm 4:18; M 329). In the confident abandonment of these
brothers to God, in their tiring work and in their unassuming apostolate, in their poor life deprived
of means and human securities, our Institute experienced, like Christ, that unless the grain of
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it cannot bear much fruit.” (Jn 12:24; RoL. N° 5)

Perhaps it is a little complicated to describe a story of 100 years and with a few religious
brothers, but among them we would like to remember: Br. Michele Campanaro, Br. Giovanni
Bertola, Br. Vincenzo Ferro, Br. Giuseppe Tellero. There was also a priest, Fr. De Levi, but he left us
in order to enter the Diocese. And yet, at the beginning of 1900, Br. Giovanni Zuccolo and Fr.
Angelo Pasa finally developed and established our Congregation of the Sons of Charity.

The story of our Congregation really remains in the shadows and is almost unknown, but for
this reason it is very meaningful for the spirit of the Sons of Charity and Servants of the Poor. Thus,
this particular story confirms our charism.

Magdalene wrote in one of her crucial moments, while she was detaching herself from Fr.
Antonio Rosmini: “I  would  like  for  the  Congregation  of  the  Sons  od  Charity,  since  I  believe  it  is
best, that it might germinate on Calvary, between Jesus Crucified and Mary our Most Holy and
Sorrowful Mother, and grow under the sprinkling of the Divine Blood and Mary’s tears. It might
consequently set ablaze or better still burn in charity, and yet it might remain in the humility and
obscurity of the Cross.” (Letters II/2 n 717, Letter to A. Rosmini VR 08 01 1826)” And it remained
there almost for 100 years. Probably we are still there, at least in Spirit.

P. Gianluigi Andolfo Fdc
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TTTHHHEEE HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY OOOFFF TTTHHHEEE SSSEEECCCUUULLLAAARRR
MMMIIISSSSSSIIIOOONNNAAARRRIIIEEESSS

OOOFFF MMMAAAGGGDDDAAALLLEEENNNEEE OOOFFF CCCAAANNNOOOSSSSSSAAA

we are a tiny seed in the Church,
a tiny seed in the Canossian Family,

sown by Christ in the heart of the world.

Through a vision that showed a FIRE, which inflamed her heart, Magdalene wanted to
express her desire to make Christ known and loved, a desire that already had an ecumenical
dimension. She wanted to bring the Gospel to so many brothers and sisters all over the world by
means of consecrated lay people, married or not.

Magdalene of Canossa was very attentive to the grave spiritual and material
necessities of children, girls and youngsters who required urgent assistance.

She was not only attentive to entrusting poor children to her Daughters, but she also
wanted to extend the benefits of instruction and education by using a group of willing young
ladies from the countryside, formed especially for this task in the houses of the Institute. These
are the so-called “Country Teachers”.

To understand better who these Country Teachers are and the criteria used to select
and prepare them, it is necessary to refer to the “Norms” written for them in the original text of
the “Unabridged Rules”, a text that dates back to the years between 1812-1815. Magdalene set
out a System for the Country Girls or the Country Teachers.

She defined it as a system because it set out a method for the Christian, intellectual
and moral preparation of these young women. She wrote that in the countryside it is easy to find
young women who are desirous to remain “in the virginal state” or even good widows who no
longer want to re-marry and who want to “live their state in a holy way and dedicate themselves
to good works”. The criterion for choice is quite precise. After a residential period of formation (7
months), they would return to their villages and could teach the poor girls, instructing them in
catechism and collaborating in the parish in various works of charity.

The secular state and a life dedicated to God
are the characteristics of the “Country Teachers”. Magdalene
conceived and wanted them to be living witnesses in the
world, to live and act according to her charism, in complete
availability to God and their brothers and sisters.

The Foundress recommended her Daughters of
Charity to dedicate themselves with all their hearts to this
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Branch of charity because, sacrificing themselves to prepare gospel workers to continue their
work in the world by “preventing numberless sins and seeking that God may be known and loved,
they could level the path to Heaven for many souls and serve the Lord.”

That this was the authentic desire of Magdalene concerning the Country Teachers
she wanted to form in this way, is confirmed  by the fact that the various passages reported here
are taken from an authentic copy of the Unabridged Rules, approved by the Archbishop of Milan
on 29th July 1820.

Magdalene not only wanted Country Teachers, she also wrote the Norms for their
formation and continually worked so that this Branch could put down deep roots and bear good
fruit in the Church.

The Canossian Institute has always had its Tertiaries and Country Teachers. The latter
underwent the changes through the process of evolution. Being teachers, they had to conform
their work to the school legislation of the various governments.

In fact, the “Plan” of Magdalene continued but was completely distorted, straying always
further away from her original aim. The historical development of Magdalene’s “creation”
resembles those erosive rock formations produced by the waters that descend on the rocks. The
waters that flow on the surface disappear swallowed up by the earth, but beneath ground, they
are the origin of a wondrous and fairy-like environment with enormous grottos full of spectacular
rock formations. In fact, the Country Teachers re-emerged at the beginning of 20th century with a
desire to return to the origins just as Magdalene had planned and organised her educational
system.

In fact, the need to constitute an organization of Christian Canossian women, gifted
with good will and desirous to dedicate themselves to education and to charity, made itself
evermore. In 1917, M. Orsolina Grillo had started “a union of consecrated women” “as precious
helpers in the catechetical work of the Sisters”. M. General, M. Antonietta Monzoni, came to know
of M. Orsolina’a project and wanted it to expand, giving M. Orsolina the task of accepting
collaborators among married women and mothers of families.

A significant date marked the beginning of a renewed
style of life for lay Canossians. During the horrendous
events of the World War II, and precisely on 16th July
1943, Ida Zanolini, Camilla Galbusera and Maria
Ambrosioni joined the Collaborators becoming the
“Holy Angels” section. All three of them were Primary
school teachers. Many young women, and married
too, joined the Collaborators and the “Holy Angels”
increased in number. Ida Zanolini has traced an
identikit of the Country Teachers and the modern
Tertiaries when she writes,



International Newsletter LCA   -    www.laicican.org                                                                                                                                                                            NO.36/2017

 Page 16 of 22                                                                                                                                                                                            Holy  Christmas 2017  ALC  NEWSLETTER

“You must be leaven, a small amount of leaven in a few or many measures of flour. Leaven
in the family, in the work place, in social life, in the trade unions, in politics, in the assistance of the
poor and sick, in the parish, among people, at the service of everyone, in high places of
responsibility as in low. You must also protest when justice demands it and not only in the sphere
of work but to defend the poor, the weak and the oppressed. Your protest, however, must be
rational, never violent but firm and courageous. A protest that draws on the Beatitudes proclaimed
by Christ the Lord.”

Just like an evergreen that bears living witness to the passing of years, the Institute founded
by Magdalene is characterised by the extraordinary beauty of its branches (Magdalene chose five),
but in the course of history new shoots have sprung up and tender leaves of a small size are ready
to bear fruit.

In 1967, during the Spiritual Exercises at Corteno (BS) and twenty years after the
promulgation of the Apostolic Exhortation Provida Mater of Pope Pius XII, a group of women
belonging to the Association of the Canossian Collaborators, Holy Angels section, assisted by the
Provincial Delegate of the Canossian Sisters, M. Teresina Pea, wrote to M. General on behalf of
everyone manifesting the request to form “something like a Secular Institute”.

The request is remarkable and expresses the need of wanting to consecrate oneself to God
remaining in the world. We were not there, but a few women before us had this ardent desire to
live secular consecration, in the light of Saint Magdalene’s charism. With joy, we can say that even
if another ten years will pass since that message from Corteno, Jesus fixed his eyes on us and
loved us.

Marisa Gini affirms the following: “Our starting point is Christ, but how can we love Him in a
concrete way? Not by ourselves. I desired to live my life in relation to a small community of people
with the same vocation.  It  was M. Attalia who one day told me, “We, too,  in Bergamo, have the
“Holy Angels”, they are Collaborators, lay people consecrated to God. Some are teachers, others
office workers, etc. …” It seemed to me to be a wonderful proposal because I already breathed the
Canossian spirit.

Thus, in a short time I joined the “Holy Angels” and a few years later M. Antonietta Serafini sent
me to Milan for a day of spiritual reflection together with the Collaborators of Bergamo and Milan.
M. Antonietta had been authorised by M. General, M. Giovannina Zambelli, to realise this new
project of a Canossian Secular Institute, having in mind the Collaborators of Milan.”

To follow Jesus, one needs to be on the move, travel along the paths of the world and
those within us. God’s method when entering the world is that of the incarnation. The fullness of
Christ’s humanity arouses in us an attraction, a desire to be conformed to the humanity of the
MASTER. A vocation to secular consecrated life places emphasis on this desire and makes it
transparent. Aware of the divide between our call and our life, we see the need of formation and
the support of the community, whose members do not live together but are dislocated in
various geographical and social realities. These people experience communion and a sense of
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belonging to this small spiritual Secular Family of the Secular Missionaries and to the great
Canossian Family from which they spring.

M. Antonietta was our mentor for a few years and she opened for us many paths in the
sphere of formation. Besides the Spiritual Exercises and the monthly formation meetings, we
established residential periods of fraternity during the year, courses with Biblical and cultural
content and voluntary activities organised by the various Diocese or Catholic Associations.

On 7th September 1997, Annamaria Daverio, our Reference person, received the decree of
approval as an Association of the lay faithful from Mgr. Mario Sulmona, Episcopal Vicar for
Consecrated Life in the Diocese of Verona. In his homily, Mgr. Sulmona pronounced these words,
“The Secular Missionaries of Saint Magdalene of Canossa wish to celebrate their twentieth year
of life by giving thanks to the Lord while remembering how God is at the origin of all things and
lovingly watches over their community. He renews their commitment and real desire to be like a
tiny mustard seed in today’s world and make Jesus known through the joy of having been
recognised by the Church as an “Association” by the Bishop of our Church in Verona, Mgr. Attilio
Nicora.”

Our name, Secular Missionaries of Magdalene of Canossa

MISSIONARIES because of Baptism, our passion for the world also requires a deep passion for the
Church so that dialogue between the Church and the world may be taken on as a specific task of
the consecrated secular person which becomes a commitment of co-responsibility for the mission
of the Church.

SECULAR because we are attentive to the signs of the times, ready to consciously open ourselves
to dialogue with the world. We want to “feel called to respond to every suffering, every injustice,
as well as searching for truth, beauty and goodness, not because we have a solution for every
problem, but because every situation in which the human person lives and dies constitutes an
occasion for us to witness God’s presence.”

OF MAGDALENE OF CANOSSA because we are inspired by the charism of our Mother and
Foundress. When we chose our name, we had met the
“Volunteers of Don Bosco (a Secular Institute) and we asked
ourselves, “why shouldn’t we choose the name of Magdalene of
Canossa, are we not hers?” Thus, it was that we called ourselves
after Magdalene.

Marisa Gini,
Secular Missionary of Magdalene of Canossa
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News from Australia
A SPECIAL DAY OF BLESSINGS

It was on Sunday 15th October, Mission Sunday, that the heavens opened with torrential
rain, an answer to prayer after a very dry warm winter and an unusual hot spring which struck the
entire East coast of Queensland and over the border into New South Wales.

This did not dampen the spirits of the Lay Canossians, Oxley, Brisbane, who arrived with an
assortment of umbrellas and rain coats. We gathered together for our Retreat Day and the
renewal of our annual Promise of commitment as Lay Canossians. Sister Rosalia, Sister Delegate
and Sister June Rose Grindall, Sister Animator, were warmly greeted by us all.

Sister Rosalia began our day of reflection with ”A STORY of COMMITMENT” from the book
of Ruth 1:5-18 highlighting the values of Commitment, Love and Action.

We were invited to talk with Jesus, the Great Exemplar of faithful, enduring, committed
LOVE, asking ourselves if Jesus was inviting us to a deeper commitment to LOOK AND DO
LIKEWISE.

It was then time to attend Mass at Oxley Chapel and continue to allow the workings of the
Spirit of God to immerse us with words we had heard in whatever way we felt was personal to
each of us. It was during the Mass that the Statutes and Documents, International medallion and
the National badge of the Lay Canossians were placed on the altar during the offertory to be
blessed.

This was the beginning of a special occasion that
we had not experienced for quite a few years.  Following
the Day of Retreat we welcomed into the Canossian
Family two new members as Lay Canossians. This has
given us hope for the future and most certainly has been
an answer to much prayer. So the blessing of the day was
like a breath of fresh air.

Let me go back to the beginning of their Journey. In May 2016 Gillian Josiah and Heather
Clarke, both expressed their desire to belong to the Canossian Family. Three Lay Formators, Anne
Josiah, Secretary at National level, Denise Bliesner, Lay Coordinator at local level, and Rose
Skinner, a lay member, took them under their wing and journeyed with them with much
enthusiasm. They met fortnightly and were blessed with the signs of their growth, passion and
commitment to the meetings.
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Their formation began with an introduction to the life of Saint Magdalene and the
guidelines within the Statutes. Each meeting we shared the Word of God, the Documents of the
Church and the writings from our Foundress, Saint Magdalene, her guidance and desire to make
Jesus Known and Loved. We were all enriched as we shared openly how God was leading us and
opening our hearts to refreshingly new insights.

On the day of Retreat after Mass, we regathered and shared light refreshments. Then we
continued with reflections on the theme “CALLED AND CHOSEN”. God’s  Call  and  the  choice  we
make to belong to the Canossian Family is a LOVE STORY that primarily involves our relationship
with God, a relationship that sends us to love each other and the entire world. We were invited to
spend time in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament meditating on the words from St. Marks
Gospel: “Jesus looked steadily at him (the rich young man) and He was filled with love for him.”
During our time of contemplation, the thoughts and desires that came to our consciousness were
shared among us.

The Renewal of our Promise as Lay Canossians and the taking of their Promise by two new
candidates, Gillian Josiah and Heather Clarke, as members of the Lay Canossian Association took
place at the close of the day. Sister Rosalia, Sister June Rose Grindall and Trevor Josiah, National
Coordinating Leader, welcomed them into the Lay Association in the presence of the local Oxley
group.

Thoughts from the Foundress were included: “Those who do not burn cannot start a fire. Jesus
Crucified breathes nothing but charity. Charity is a fire that spreads and tries to embrace
everything in its path. Let us put our trust in the heart of Mary, and we will find peace.”

Our closing Prayer was: “I place you in the arms of Our Lady of Sorrows who, if you trust her,
she will undoubtedly support and give you the consolation you need. Amen.” St Magdalene of
Canossa.

We hope to continue our Initial Formation in 2018 with others who have shown an interest
and who have expressed their desire to know more of the life and charism of Our Foundress, St.
Magdalene. For us, this is a very encouraging sign. It is like the fresh new rain that we were
experiencing that day which quenched the parched earth and made new seed sprout after a dry
season.

“Let us be happy with what God arranges for us, because it is always
the best.” St Magdalene

Denise Bliesner,
Lay Coordinator at Local level Oxley, AUSTRALIA
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It  was  a  joyous  occasion  when,  on  16th September 2017, the Canossian Sisters and the Lay
Canossian Association (ALC) members had a Eucharistic Celebration in the Provincial Chapel at
Jalan Merbok. It started at 3.30 pm presided by Fr Edward Seah. More than 150 people attended
the Feast. Many were in their special attire representing their groups.

The ALC consists of members from the Lay Canossian Association, Consecrated Lay
Canossians, Canossian Lay Missionaries (CLM), Sodality of Our Lady of Sorrows (SOLOS) and
Oblates.

CELEBRATION  OF  THE  SOLEMNITY  OF OUR  LADY  OF  SORROWS
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In her introduction Sr Theresa encouraged the Educators to follow the Charism of St. Magdalene,
instilling the Canossian way of life among the Staff and Pupils of our schools, “making Jesus known
and loved.”

This year, the SOLOS also welcomed a new member, Dorothy Saw, and the CLM has 7 new
members enrolled, Margarete Goh, Agatha Goh, Molly Ong, Yvonne Ong, Joseph Deng, Dean Lee
and Sean Lee.

After the enrolment all the members renewed their promise and the Canossian Sisters also
renewed their vows.

A special ceremony was added to the joyous occasion as five members of the staff of St.
Magdalene's Community received their long service award. They are:
1) Brenda Teong (Lay Canossian) 10 years
2) Quek Siang Gek 10 years
3) Maria Ching Seng Kee 15 years
4) Alice Poh Siew Kiat 15 years
5) Stella Ng  (Lay Canossian) 30 years

After the Eucharistic Celebration all were invited to a buffet dinner and fellowship. There was
great joy with a lot of photo-taking in remembrance of the auspicious occasion.

Louise Lee,
Coordinator ALC, Singapore-Myanmar
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Contemplation…

In the beginning was the Word:
the Word was in God’s presence,
and the Word was God.
He was present to God in the beginning.
Through Him all things came into being
and apart from Him nothing came to be.
Whatever came to be in Him, found life,
life for the light of men.
The light shines on in darkness,
and darkness that did not overcome it.
The real light which gives light to every man
was coming into the world.
He was in the world,
and through Him the world was made,
yet the world did not know who He was.
To His own He came, yet His own did not accept Him.
Any who did accept Him
He empowered to become children of God…
The Word became flesh
and made His dwelling among us,
and we have seen His glory:
the glory of an only Son
coming from the Father,
filled with enduring love.


